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1.

DEFINING EVANGELISM AND THE GOSPEL
Pastor Philip Naias

1.1.
•

Missio dei – God is on a Mission
Missio dei is Latin for “Mission of God” or the “sending of God.”
In the beginning, God’s creation was complete and perfect. Man was
perfect and had strong and intimate fellowship with God

The Problem:
•

•

Sin entered through Man’s disobedience (Rom. 5: 12). His intimate
relationship was ruined. Man separated from God in fellowship. Death
and curse came upon the whole creation.
The wrath of God was and is against mankind because of Adam’s sin.
Mankind stands condemned in the face of a Holy and righteous God.

The Solution:
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

God began a Mission. God had a purpose to achieve and that is to
reconcile man back to himself. He began to unfold his plan to achieve
his purpose through a man called Abraham. He promised that through
Abraham’s seed all nations of the earth would be blessed (Gen.12:3;
Gal 3:8; 3:14)
The whole Bible, beginning from Genesis 12 shows how God has
been actively working throughout history to reconcile man to Himself.
God’s saving Mission is the unifying theme of the Bible.
The Law and the Prophets spoke about God’s plan of redeeming
mankind. Prophets spoke of the suffering servant and messiah. They
foretold of one who would sit on David’s and his kingdom will be
forever (2 Sam. 7: 12 – 16)
God fulfilled his plan of redemption in the New Testament when Jesus
came.
Matthew began his gospel by stating that Jesus was the son of David
and the son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1)
Jesus dead, burial and resurrection was the fulfillment of the Old
Testament (Luke: 24: 27).
Jesus was the promised “Seed” to whom God’s promise to Abraham
referred to (Gal. 3)
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Jesus was sent by God to redeem the world – (John 3:16; Matt 20: 28)
Jesus came to fulfill his father’s (God’s) will (Luke 22:42)
He was delivered to death and raised to life by the Father (Rom. 10:9 ;
Romans 4:25)

And so, the work of reconciling sinful mankind to God from the beginning was
initiated by God. It is His Mission. God is still working in the world today in
fulfilling His Mission. This is what we refer to as Missio dei.

1.2.

God’s Mission (Missio dei) is the Church’s Mission.

A definition of the term missio dei is “the sending of God”
Before we begin this section, I would like us to look at the Story of the call of
Moses. His encounter with God at the burning bush holds a great truth that we
need to learn from as we endeavor to embrace the mission of God.
Exodus 3:7 – 10: God is on a Mission to deliver people from bondage. He has
come down to rescue but He is sending you!!! Moses became God’s agent to
bring about deliverance.
Experiencing God Blackaby.jpg

From Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God
Today, God’s Mission is the unfinished business of the Church. God redeemed
the Church to be His sole agent in his great plan in fulfilling his purpose of
reconciling the lost and dying world to Himself. He is sending the church
(Matt. 28:19 – 20; Jn 20: 21). The Missionary movement (the church) of which
we are a part has its source in the Triune God Himself.
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“ Missio dei is God the Father sending the son, and God the Father and
Son sending the Holy Spirit was expanded to include yet another
‘movement’: Father, son and Holy Spirit sending the church into the
World” - Bosch
“Our Mission means our committed participation as God’s people, at
God’s invitation and command, in God’s own Mission within the History
of God’s world for the redemption of God’s creation” - Christopher Wright

1.2.1. How does the Church become part of God’s Mission?
The Church becomes part of God’s Mission through Evangelism, Sharing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We become Christ Ambassadors (2Cor. 5:20)

1.2.2. What is Evangelism?
Evangelism is telling the truth about God. It is proclaiming the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God to a lost and dying world (Evangelism core
Seminar, 7)
“Evangelism, in other words, is not about doing everything we can to
get a person to make a decision for Jesus… not the same thing sharing a
personal testimony… not the same thing as presenting a rational defense of
the faith. It’s not even doing works of Charity, though all three of these
things may accompany evangelism. Nor should evangelism be confused
with the results of evangelism, as if to say that we’ve only successfully
evangelized when a conversion follows. No, Evangelism is speaking
words. It’s sharing news. It’s being faithful to God by presenting the good
news [of the Gospel] ---that Christ, by his death and resurrection, has
secured a way for a holy God and sinful people to be reconciled” (Mark
Dever)

1.2.3. Eight Words define Evangelism
1. WITNESS: First, ministers are to witness (martureo): “ye shall be
witnesses” (Acts 1:8) Witnesses share what they have seen and heard.
2. SPEAK: Second, They are to speak (laleo): “As they spoke to the
people” (Acts 4:1), which means to communicate a message.
3. EVANGELIZE: Third, they are to evangelize (evangelizo): “Therefore
those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word
[evangelizing]” (Acts 8:4), which means “to gospelize” or “to give the
gospel message.”
4. TEACH: Fourth, they are to teach (didasko): “teaching them to observe
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all things that I have commanded” (Matt. 28:20), which is a systematic
explanation of the gospel so people can understand and believe.
REASON: Fifth, they are to reason (dialagomi): “and he reasoned in the
synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks” (Acts
18:4, also see 17:2), which involves answering objections to the
message.
ANNOUNCE: Sixth, they are to announce (katangello): “Jesus Whom I
preach is the Christ” (Acts 17:3), which is to call the Gospel to
people’s attention.
PROCLAIM: Seventh, they are to proclaim (kerusso): “preached Christ
to them” (Acts 8:5), which is publicly to announce the gospel so that
people can respond to it.
MAKE DISCIPLES: Eighth, they are to make disciples (matheteusate):
“Go therefore make disciples” (Matt. 28:19), which is to bring people
to a conversion experience and get them to follow Christ in the
church.

1.2.4. The Need for Evangelism in Vanuatu
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our limited focus and the growing population in Vanuatu.
Urbanization: Youth drawn to the city
Negative effects of Globalization
Knowledge
Technology
Immorality
Pluralism
Growth of Cults in Vanuatu
• Jehovah’s witnesses
• Seventh-Day Adventism (SDA)
• Christadelphianism
• Jesus Only Movements
• Judaizers Vanuatu
• The Growth of False Religions in Vanuatu
• Bahá’í
• Islam
• Hinduism
• Traditional Religions (go bak lo custom)
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1.2.5. Theological Incentives for Evangelism
1.

God Compels Us
God’s love is not great because the world is so large, but because the
people who dwell in it are so bad. The Wrath of God is against sinners.
“Sinners in the hands of an angry God” Jonathan Edwards

2.

People Compel Us
People bear the image and likeness of God. But they have been
corrupted by sin. The image has been marred by sin. It is God’s desire that
man be restored back into its originality, in the likeness of His son Jesus
Christ.

3.

The Task Compels Us
“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how
are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘how beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the good news!’” (Rom: 14 – 15)
People need to hear the gospel in order to believe and be saved from
sin!

4.

Eternity Compels Us
We want to do our part to extend Christ’s active Lordship into as many
lives as possible in the time we have.
Many lost souls are slipping away to eternity every day. If we know
that anyone who dies without Christ is forever lost then let us make known
the gospel message.
J.I. Packer, in addressing the question of how we know we are doing
biblical evangelism, says this: “the way to tell whether in fact you are
evangelizing is not to ask whether conversions are known to have resulted
from your witness, it is to ask whether you are faithfully making known the
gospel message.”
What is the Gospel?
Christ died to save sinners, shedding his blood on the cross as our
sacrifice and our substitute.
What is the response to the gospel message?
It is repentance and faith, faith that Jesus has done all that is necessary
to save us.
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Put your hope in him, the one who is coming soon, remembering that
after he comes, judgment follows.

1.2.6. The Need for Clarity
1.

No other name”
Phil 2: 9 – The name that is above every name.
Acts 4: 12 – No other name under heaven given to men by which we
must be saved.
• Rom. 10:13 – Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus shall
be saved.
•
•

2.

Defining evangelism: telling the truth about God

3.

Defining the gospel: I Cor.15: 1 – 3;

Luke 24: 46 – 47; 2 Cor. 5:21 –
Christ died to save sinners, shedding his blood on the cross as our
sacrifice and our substitute.
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2.

THE GOSPEL AT WORK IN DISCIPLE-MAKING
STATIONS
Pastor J. Gary Ellison

“If the church does not evangelize and make disciples, then this generation will
be the last generation of the church.”
•

Thomas E. Trask & Wayne Goodall, Back to the Word

If your church ceased to exist, what evangelistic impact would be
lost?

2.1.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.2.

Types of Churches
The maintenance/preserver church
The program/activity church
Evangelistic center but no growth in maturity
Bible centered but self-focused
Mission-minded disciple-making church

How can the church be more faithful in evangelism?

I use the word faithful rather than effective. God has called us to be faithful.
The Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.
We cannot determine the results.
The temptation that many have fallen into is to focus on getting results rather
than being faithful.
When we focus on results, we are tempted to change the message to make it
more appealing, more acceptable. We water down the call to repent and
believe the gospel. We change the gospel message. We focus on material and
financial and physical blessings, promising that things will go better with Jesus.
Jesus said that if we want to come after him, we must deny ourselves, take up
our cross, and follow him.
We get people to repeat a prayer and then assure them that they have been
born again.
Instead of gauging effectiveness by the response, gauge it by faithfulness to
Christ’s commission and accuracy with the message.
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The Role of the Church in Evangelism

The Church is central in the plan of God. Jesus said,
Matthew 16:18 ESV And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
What rock was Jesus talking about? Is the church built on Peter? The Apostle
Paul tells us that the church is
Ephesians 2:20 ESV built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
Again he tells us,
1 Corinthians 3:11 ESV For no one can lay a foundation other than
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Christ is the cornerstone and the foundation of the church. So what does Jesus
mean when he says to Peter, “on this rock I build my church”? Peter had just
declared,
Matthew 16:16 ESV …”You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
That is the unmovable rock upon which the church is built: Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God. That is why the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians,
1 Corinthians 2:2 ESV For I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
It is through the preaching and teaching of Christ that the Church of Christ is
built up.
The Church is central in the plan of God. Not only the universal Church, but
the local church as well. The local church is central in the plan of God. It is the
local church that is a witness to the community. As
•
•
•
•
•
•

The church in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1)
The church in Antioch (Acts 11:26; 13:1; 14:27)
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders in every church in Derbe, Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch (Acts 14:20-23; 16:1-5)
The churches of Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:41)
The church at Caesarea (Acts 18:22)
The church at Ephesus (Acts 20:17)

Paul write letters to local churches
• “To the churches of Galatia…” (Galatians 1:2:)
• “To the church of God that is in Corinth” (1 Corinthians 1:2; 2
Corinthians 1:1)
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•
•
•

The church at Philippi (Philippians 4:15)
The church at Colossia
“To the church of the Thessalonians” (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thes 2:2)

We read of
• “The churches of the Gentiles” (Romans 16:4
• “The churches of Christ” (Romans 16:16
• “The churches of God” (1 Corinthians 11:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:14; 2
Thes 1:4)
• “All the churches of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14:33)
• “The churches of Galatia” (1 Corinthians 16:1)
• “The churches of Asia” (1 Corinthians 16:19)
• “The churches of Macedonia” (2 Corinthians 8:1)
• “The churches of Judea“ (Galatians 1:22)
We read of
• Churches meeting in houses (Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19;
Colossians 4:15; Philemon 1:2)
• James speaks of the “elders of the church” (James 5:14).
• John writes his third epistle to a local church (3 John 6, 9, 10)
And the Book of Revelation is addressed to seven local churches of Asia:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

2.4.

The church in Ephesus
The church in Smyrna
The church in Pergamum
The church in Thyatira
The church in Sardis
The church in Philadelphia
The church in Laodicea

Implications for Evangelism

This has great implications for evangelism. If the church is central to God’s
purpose, then evangelism must serve Christ’s purpose in building His Church
which finds its expression in local churches.
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Evangelism

Local
Church

Local
Church

Evangelism

The local church reaches out in evangelism. In turn, evangelism feeds the local
church.

Local
Church

Evangelism

But let’s refine this a bit.
Mark 16:15 ESV And he said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
Here we have the “Go!” But the mission of the church is not to “Go.” The
mission is not even to go into all the world. We have to go into all the world
because that is where there are people who need the gospel which is the
power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes (Romans 1:16).
Some people do not want to go. They do not want to go to the next island.
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They do not want to go to the next village. They do not want to go next door to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ. That means that something is missing.
What’s missing?

2.5.

Discipleship: The Missing Link

Evangelism

Local
Church

Discipleship

Matthew 28:18-20 NIVO Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”
Notice what Jesus did not say. He did not say to
• Get people to make decisions for Christ.
• Get people to come forward after a sermon.
• Get people to repeat the sinner’s prayer.
• Get people to become members of a local church.
Jesus said that we are to make disciples of all nations. In these verses, in the
Greek text, there is only one imperative verb, and it means “make disciples”
(μαθητεύσατε, mathêteusate). It is the only command given. Not to go. Not
even to baptize or teach. Those things are necessary if we are to obey the
command to made disciples. If we are to make disciples of all nations, then we
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must go to all nations. We cannot expect them to come to us. We cannot
expect sinners to come to the church to be saved. They are welcome. The
doors are open. But it is our responsibility to go to them.
Next, part of making disciples is changing their allegiance and loyalty. They
are baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Through water baptism, they show that they are crucified, buried, and raised
with Christ to walk in the newness of life (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:3-18).
We must not omit the element of teaching. Jesus did not simply say that we are
to teach Christians. He said that we are to teach them to obey. Obey what?
“Everything that I have commanded you.” What did he command us?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You must be born again.
Repent and believe the gospel.
Come to me.
Love me.
Listen to me.
Abide in me.
Take up your cross and follow me.
Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.
Rejoice when persecuted.
Fear Him who can destroy both the soul and body in hell.
Worship God in Spirit and Truth.
Always pray and do not lose heart.
Do not be anxious.
Humble yourself.
Do not be angry.
Strive to enter through the narrow gate.
Your righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees.
Love your neighbor as yourself.
Love your enemies.
Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.
Always tell the truth without taking oaths.
Do not separate what God has joined together.
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things
that are God’s.
• Do this in remembrance of me.
• Let your light so shine before men.
• Make disciples of all nations!
So what is a disciple?
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Luke 6:40 ESV A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when
he is fully trained will be like his teacher.
Luke 6:46 ESV “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I
tell you?
Matthew 7:21 ESV “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father
who is in heaven.
This has to do with maturity.
Ephesians 4:11-14 ESV And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in
deceitful schemes.
Notice that Christ gave gifts to men (Ephesians 4:8). What gifts are these? The
New International Version has it like this:
Ephesians 4:11 NIVO It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

He gave
1. Apostles
2. Prophets
3. Evangelists
4. Pastors (or shepherds)/Teachers
The church is one and for all “built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20 ESV; cf.
3:5 and 4:11). They have given us the “prophetic writings” (Romans 16:26).
Evangelists are go to new areas and start churches.
The last category is that of pastor/teacher or shepherd/teacher. “Do you love
me?” Jesus asked Peter. Then he commanded him, “Feed my sheep.” As undershepherds of God’s flock, pastors are to feed the sheep.
This is more than exhorting. It is opening God’s Word and explaining how to
live the Christian life.
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Evangelism

Discipleship

Local Church

• Mature sheep
reproduce

• Pastors/Teachers for
the maturing of the
sheep.

Pastors/Teachers are given to equip the saints

for the work of the ministry

for building up the body of Christ
• until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God
• to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ (Eph 4:11 ESV)

Let’s look at it again:
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PASTORS/TEACHERS EQUIP THE SAINTS

THE SAINTS MINISTER

THE CHURCH IS BUILT UP
• Unity of the Faith
• Unity of the Knowledge of Christ
• Maturity

What does this mean for evangelism?
MATURITY. Mature sheep reproduce themselves. When they know the
doctrines of the faith, when they know who Christ is according to the teaching
of the Bible, when they are walking in maturity, they will reproduce
themselves.
So we have to ask ourselves, “Is my ministry producing mature sheep who are
able to reproduce themselves?”
Jesus has set the standard by which our ministries will be evaluated: We are to
obey Christ by making disciples who are like the Master and obey all that he
has commanded us.
Now, evaluate all the programs of the church by that standard.
• The children’s program
• The Sunday School program
• The youth program
• Men’s ministries
• Women’s ministries
• Etc.
Are those programs producing mature sheep-bearing sheep? This is more than
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keeping people busy. It is more than activities for the youth. It is more than
social work.
•
•

Do my sheep know the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)?
Do they know the doctrines of the faith that was once and for all
delivered to the saints (Jude 3)?
• Do they know the doctrine of Christ and abide in it (2 John 9)?
• Do they obey all that Jesus has commanded us (Matthew 28:20)?
If they do not, then you know what you have to do.

Areas of Maturity
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

2.6.
1.
2.
3.
4.

2.7.

Assurance of salvation
The Word of God
The baptism in the Holy Spirit
Prayer
Witnessing
Marriage and family
The church
The Holy Spirit
The attributes of God
Spiritual Growth
The fruit of the Holy Spirit
Spiritual gifts

Process of Discipleship
We must equip the saints.
We must train the saints.
We must model for the saints.
We must invest in the saints.

The Principles of Discipleship

1. The Pastor must be growth-minded (1 Timothy 2:4).
2. The church leadership must be committed. Question: Will this
decision/program/activity encourage evangelism and discipleship?
3. The congregation must be committed. It must be mission-minded and
community oriented. Jesus communicated his vision to the disciples
(Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5).
4. The church must have a strategy. The Lord told us to go into all the
world. We tell the world to come to us.
5. The church must have an equipping/perfecting ministry (Ephesians

20

JBI Evangelism Today Seminar
4:12).
6. The church must have a consistent diet of expository preaching.
7. Spirit-felt and led worship and praise must be part of our services
(Psalm 95:6; 99:5).
8. Church membership.
9. The church must be sensitive to visitors.

2.8.

When You Pray, Pray For

1.

God to draw unbelievers
John 6:44 ESV No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
draws him…

2.

The Spirit to convict
John 16:8 ESV And when he comes, he will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:

3.

God to reveal opportunities
Colossians 4:3 ESV At the same time, pray also for us, that God may
open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on
account of which I am in prison—

4.

God to fill you with bold words.
Ephesians 6:19-20 ESV and also for me, that words may be given to
me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20
for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I
ought to speak.

2.9.

Evangelism at the Individual Level

Evangelism should be the natural response to the lost. Exhorting the church to
evangelize should be as necessary as exhorting a newborn to cry — it should
not be necessary.
If the church is to function as the gospel witness to the nations, it must be vocal
on an individual level.
The gospel commission is a call for individual disciples to engage individual
sinners.
When believers are faithful to evangelize in the routine of life, they more
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naturally gather together in evangelistic efforts that flow beyond their
immediate context and into the world.
Acts 8:1 ESV And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on
that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles.
Acts 11:19-21 ESV Now those who were scattered because of the
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there
were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the
hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned
to the Lord.
It was not the apostles who first went out evangelizing new regions. It was
individual believers who were scattered abroad because of the persecution.
They shared their faith. And why not?
Acts 1:8 ESV But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Acts 2:39 ESV For the promise is for you and for your children and for
all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
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2.10. Three Approaches to Evangelism

2.10.1. Presence Evangelism seems to stem from the biblical word witness or
testimony. The presence of the Christian is an evangelizing factor, much
like the presence of salt is a preserving factor.
Galatians 6:10 ESV So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
Matthew 5:16 ESV In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.
• Truly being the presence of the community of Christ in the world is
central to our evangelistic mission
• Personal reception of the gospel includes becoming aware of one’s
need and discovering that Christ is the answer to that need.
• The gospel must be credibly demonstrated if others are to see and
acknowledge the truth of the gospel.
• We draw others to the crucial awareness of personal need as well as of
Gods provision.
• - Stanley J. Grenz, Theology for the Community of God
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2.10.2. Proclamation Evangelism is making the good news of Jesus Christ
known so that the lost will hear it and understand it.
Mark 1:14-15 ESV Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
•

•
•
•
•
•

The focus of our message should be the Kingdom of God, not just the
plan of salvation. In recent years, New Testament scholars have
reminded us that Jesus’ preaching centered on the Kingdom of God
and he issued a call for response.
Illustrates Jesus announcement “The time has come, the Kingdom of
God is near. Repent and believe the Good News.”
We lift up a new worldview, a view of the world under God.
Calling hearers to participate in the community of God.
God has intervened in history to bring about our salvation
Evangelism announces the liberating work of God as in Christ, he
fashions a new humanity.
—Harvie Conn, Evangelism Doing Justice and Preaching Grace

2.10.3. Persuasion Evangelism is not only proclaiming the gospel, but it also
involves persuading or motivating the unsaved to respond.
This involved bringing people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and
obedience to all his commands.
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3.

METHODS AND STRATEGIES OF EVANGELISM
Pastor Kiel Maimai

From the earliest days of our fellowship, the Assemblies of God has proclaimed
Jesus Christ as Saviour, Baptizer in the Spirit, Healer, and soon coming King.
PROCLAIMING CHRIST IS THE REASON WE EXIST.” Dr. George O. Wood
(General Superintendent of the U.S. Assemblies of God)
Now we are face with the questions, “How can we deliver the message most
effectively?”
“for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved…..And
how can they believe in the one they have not heard? And how can they
hear without someone preaching to them…..How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!......Consequently faith comes from hearing
the message , and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
Romans 10:13-15,17
It is clear from the above passage that for someone to be saved, the message of
salvation must be communicated. And we must communicate effectively.

“Communication is the passing of thoughts and ideas between
people.”
It is very important that you through the help of the Holy Spirit use the most
effective ways of communicating the gospel message in your village, area
community, or town (context).
So how can we deliver the message most effectively?

3.1.

Being a Christ’s Witness

Isaiah 43:10 “You are my witnesses”
Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”
What is a witness?
“A witness is someone who has personal knowledge of something and gives
evidence of it, or one who testifies in a cause”
Let us look at the three (3) parts of the definition and apply it to Acts 1:8
1. To be a witness for Christ, we must have a personal knowledge of Him
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2. Our lives must tell what we know personally about Him
3. We must tell what we know personally about Jesus in a purposeful
way to prove that we are saying is the truth.
Of all the methods of evangelism that you may have learned, or will learn in
this seminar, none is more important or more effective than personally
witnessing for Christ. It is important for two main reasons
1. It is the plan of God for every Christian. The Holy Spirit has come to
give all those who know Jesus the power to become His witnesses. We
find this evident in the book of Acts ( eg Acts 5:29-32)
2. It is the basic element of all evangelism. What we say has to be packed
up by what we are. Our lives are evidence to convince people of the
power of Christ.
Where does witnessing start?/ Bambai yumi stat wea blo yumi witness?
Read Mark 5:1-20 / Mark 6:53-56. Like the story we read in this passage
witnessing usually begins at home with our family and friends who know us
and can see how Jesus has changed our lives. I believe God still want to follow
the same pattern today to open a new area to the gospel. We may witness
person to person, or we may witness to groups

3.2.

Relationship Evangelism

The name “relationship evangelism” may seem to be repeating what we have
already covered. But by this I am referring to a process of developing a
meaningful relationship with other people who are lost with a goal to win them
to Christ. Below are progressive levels of how you can develop relationship
with the one on your prayer list. This is an ideal method for Vila or a town
setting.
1. The initial conduct. Take the initiative to meet people and make
friends
2. Becoming familiar. Get to know them better. Ask questions about
them. Listen to their desire, fears, aims, burdens, needs. Be patientdon’t force the relationship. Don’t hide your Christianity; let your light
shine early in your relationship
3. Serve them. Expect opportunities for service, and be alert for them.
4. Friendship level. Work to develop common interest. Invite over to
your home and have dinner together with spouse and families
5. Share your faith. Don’t try to say everything at one time, but let them
know of your faith.
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6. Present the full gospel. That Jesus died for our sins, that he was buried,
that he rose again according to the scriptures and that he is coming
back again as according to the scriptures.
7. Present the full invitation. Explain what it means to trust in Jesus is;
true repentance; confession of faith in Jesus Christ; baptism into Christ;
faithfulness as a disciple of Christ.
8. Invitation. Offer him/her an opportunity to receive Jesus as his
personal Lord and Saviour.

3.3.

Strategized personal evangelism

There have been methods where men and women of God have prescribe detail
words to say and steps to take to do a one to one evangelism. In John 4:1-26
we find Jesus strategically lead the Samaritan women through their
conversation from where she was in her physical condition to where He is as
the source of living water.
One example is the “Evangelism Explosion.” In Evangelism Explosion you start
off with two Diagnostic Questions:
1. Do you know for sure that if you are to die today, are you going to be
with God in heaven
2. If God were to ask you; “Why should I let you into my heaven? What
would you say?
In this method of evangelism explosion we let our target convert know how
he/she can know for sure that they have have eternal life and will go to be with
God in heaven. Here’s how? The Bible says there are 5 things you need to
know about eternal life (We will not go in detail but I will give you an outline
on the presentation).
1. GRACE. Eternal life is free gift. The Bible says; “….the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). And because heaven is a gift…
you cannot work for it. No good work can earn a place in heaven for you.
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works so no one can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8,9
Why is it that no one can earn his way to heaven? Because/from se…..
2. MAN. Man is a sinner. The Bible says “For all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God.” Man cannot save himself. Even if you want to save
yourself, do you know how good you have to be?
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“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” Mathew
5:48. With such a high standard, no one can save himself. However/be, in
spite of our sin….
3. GOD. God is merciful and does not want to punish us. The Bible says
“God is love” 1 John 4:8. And He says “I have loved you with and
everlasting love….” Jeremiah 31:3
But the same Bible says “Yet he does not let the guilty unpunished”
Exodus 34:7 “….the soul who sins is the one who will die.” Ezekiel 18:4
We have a problem: God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us. But he is just
and punish sin.
God solved/ansa this problem for us in the person of …
4. JESUS CHRIST. Who is he? The Bible tells us clearly that He is both God
and Man (John 1:1,14) He lived a sinless life on earth. He died on the cross
to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the grave to purchase a place
in heaven for us.
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray….and the LORD has laid on Him
(Jesus) the iniquity (sin) of us all.” Isaiah 53:6
Jesus took our sins in his body on the cross, and offers you eternal life
(heaven) as a free gift. This gift is received by…
5. FAITH. Faith is the key that opens the door to heaven. Saving faith is not
just head knowledge about God or just turning to God for temporary
needs.
Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for our eternal life both now
and forever. Trusting in what He has done not on what we have done
.“…..Believe (trust) in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…..” Acts
16:31

You end by asking: Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?

3.4.

Crusade Evangelism

This can be conducted on a big or a small scale depending where you are or
where your target audience are. Your church can organize and invite an
evangelist to come and conduct a series of meeting in your target area.
A city or an area wide crusade can involve many churches in an urban area
like Vila or rural area like north Efate being responsible for attendance,
financial and prayer support of an effort to evangelize an entire area. In all this
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efforts our messages must always centre upon the cross.
This effort can include market place preaching (Acts 17:19) and an open
apologetical debate or presentation (Acts 18:27-28). We see an example of
Paul reasoning (appealing to the intellect, thinking) with people in
Thessalonica and Athens (Acts 17).
I see today in Vila a lot of people are like what is being described in Acts 17:21
who are beginning to trust what they have achieved through the education
system and are wanting more while ignoring the message of the gospel, even
considering it as outdated information.
But we are to (in the power of Holy Spirit) continue to publicly present the
gospel and continue to say as Paul said;
“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands
all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge
the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of
this to all men by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31

3.5.

Church planting

In defining the local church, Mark Driscoll and Gerry Breshears stated:
“The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus
as Lord. In obedience to scripture, they organize under qualified leadership,
gather regularly for preaching and worship, observe the biblical sacraments of
baptism and communion, are unified by the Spirit, are disciplined for holiness,
and scatter to fulfill the Great Commandment and the Great Commission as
missionaries to the world for Gods glory and their joy.”
For a total evangelism we plant churches in strategic locations to reach every
community. We take the church to the people instead of expecting all the
people to come to one church. Home congregations or small churches (cell
groups) in every area of a town like Vila or a wide area of settlement like
Teouma may be able to evangelize it much better than one large church.
Train and provide resources for lay workers to lead Bible studies in these
strategic locations.
We have to become mother churches by investing some of our members as the
heart for a new church or as workers to develop it.
When this happens, the loss of members by the mother church is quickly
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recovered as new converts come in to take their place. God blesses the church
that is willing to sacrifice time, comfort, money, and members to reach out and
plant churches.

3.6.

Front door Evangelism

Jesus said; “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with
me.” Revelation 3:20
From the above passage Jesus is knocking at the door of the human heart. But
we will knock at door of every house that are in the area of our responsibility
and ask for an opportunity to share and pray for their needs. By this we create
an opportunity for Jesus to knock on the door of their heart. Here are some
steps to do front door evangelism:
1. Map out every household in your area of responsibility
2. Select the church members who are willing and equip them with
evangelistic tools
3. Send them out two by two as according to the scripture or more to
knock on the door of houses assigned to them
4. Keep a record of every respond from every household for the purpose
of follow up work
Jesus knocked at the door of Zacchaeus heart and he opened his house to Him.
And Zacchaeus was never the same again.

3.7.

Reaching special groups

We have to be able to recognize special group of people that are in our town
or area and organize ourselves to evangelize them. Here are some examples:
1. Prisoners. Arrange and apply for Bible study programs with the prison
authorities.
2. Sick people. Organize regular times for groups within the church to be
conducting hospital visit. Use the opportunity of praying for healing to
introduce Jesus to the person you are praying for. The issue of miracles
brought Nicodemus to Jesus at night. But Jesus used the opportunity to
introduce love of God, cross, wages of sin and eternal life to him (John
3:1- 21).
3. School children. Pray and arrange for opportunity to conduct Christian
fellowships or Bible study group with students of the schools that are
in your area. If there are students in your church that are mature in
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their faith, you can use them to organize Bible study groups with their
friends during their breaks or lunch hours in school
4. Occupational groups. If the people cannot come to church because of
their jobs, the church must take the gospel to them. We can do this by
encouraging and equipping our mature members who are working to
organize praying meetings and Bible study with the colleagues at their
work place. If they can start with one, it will eventually grow.

3.8.

Mass Media Evangelism

This method is very popular in countries with very big population and better
telecommunication network. However I must say it is a fast growing need in
Port Vila and will eventually be needed in the rural areas. Some examples are;
1.
2.
3.
•
•
•

Radio evangelism
Television evangelism
Literature evangelism
Booklets and tracks
Text messages
Internet/emails

Conclusion
There are many other methods that you can use to communicate life to those
who are lost. What we have discovered are just a few of many ways which we
can evangelize our world. You can continue the list but the passage below
presents the simple method that to me is a summary of all methods. Read and
answer the questions that follow before you close the back cover of these
notes.
“Those who accepted his message were baptized. And about three
thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves
to the apostles teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous
signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to
anyone as he had need. Every day they continue to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere heart, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.” Acts 2:41-47
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Can we experienced this piece of history from Acts 2:41-17 again in our
churches?
If Yes – When
If No – What is hindering it?
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