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The Marks of a Cult1 
+ − × ÷ 

Presented by Pastor Kiel Maimai 

(1) No one can claim to be Christian who does not embrace the tenets (beliefs) 
of the Christian faith. If a group actively denies those tenets, or refers to those 
who do believe them as being wrong or deceived, they can be fairly termed 
antichrist. Claiming to be a Christian does not make you a follower of Christ. To 
be a Christian, you must submit yourself completely to Christ and believe the 
Bible and its teachings. 

(2) We are commanded by Scripture to protect the faith and to speak out against 
those who seek to undermine it. Almost every book of the New Testament 
speaks of the necessity of avoiding error. 

The Christian faith has a certain set of beliefs. Those who contradict or add to 
those beliefs, by definition they have departed from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1; 
Matthew 7:15-16; Jude 1:3). 

Note that Jude says "the faith", not the faiths. There is only one apostolic church 
that was "once for all delivered to the saints". It is not to be changed. Finally, we 
are to "contend" to strive or "agonize" for this holy faith. 

This defense of the faith was directed toward teachings that had developed in 
the church and had the appearance of being biblical but were not faithful to the 
teachings of the Bible (Acts 20:28-30; 2 Peter 2:1; Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Corinthians 
11:3-4; 2 Corinthians 11:1). 

Over 25 times in the New Testament, God warns us about the danger of 
deception from Satan, false teachers and from within ourselves (Matthew 24:4, 
24; Mark 13:5; Luke 21:8; Romans 16:18; 1 Corinthians 3:18; 6:9 15:33; 
Galatians 6:3, 7; Ephesians 4:14; 5:6; 2 Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Timothy 3:13; Titus 
1:10; James 1:22; 2 Peter 2:13; 1 John 1:8; 3:7; 2 John 7; Revelation 12:9; 
13:14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10). 

                                            
1 From “The Marks of a Cult” video. 
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For something to be true, it must be completely true or it is a deceptive lie. False 
doctrines are growing rapidly and much of the fault lies with the church. The 
church is the pillar and buttress of truth (1 Timothy 3:15), but most Christians fail 
to see the importance of defending the truth. Walter Martin, cults expert, said: 
"The cults have capitalized upon the failure of the Christian Church to 
understand their [own] teachings and to develop a workable methodology both 
to evangelize and to refute cult adherents" (Kingdom of the Cults, p. 17). 

DEFINING "CULT" : B.I.T.E. 
1. Behavior Control 
2. Information Control 
3. Thought Control 
4. Emotion Control 

But this is not enough because it is not biblical and does not address the 
theological errors. 

Walter Martin: "A group of people polarized around someone's interpretation of 
the Bible and characterized by major deviations from orthodox Christianity 
relative to the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith, particularly the fact that 
God became man in Jesus Christ" (Rise of the Cults, p. 22). 

Gordon Lewis in Confronting the Cults: "A cult is any religious movement, 
which claims the backing of Christ or the Bible, but distorts the central message 
of Christianity by: (1) an additional revelation, or (2) by displacing a 
fundamental tenet of the faith with a secondary matter." 
 
There are four marks of a cult: 

+ Adding to the 66 books of the Word of God whether by adding a revelation, 
new scriptures or an interpretive key to the Bible that has somehow been 
hidden from the historic Church. 

− Subtracting from the tri-unity of God by denying the personhood or the 
deity of one or more members of the Godhead. 

x Multiplying works that are necessary for salvation. 
÷ Dividing the Body of Christ by claiming to be the only true church. 

It is important to note that while the major cults deny the historic doctrines of 
the Christian faith, they still insist that they are Christians, often the only 
Christians or at least the truest Christians. That is why they are classified as cults 
of Christianity rather than pagan cults or world religions which do not claim to 
be Christian. 

The word "creed" comes from credo which means "I believe". Creeds are 
important to define exactly what we believe. 
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+ ADDING TO THE 66 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

The false teacher has to silence the Word of God. "The Holy Scripture is 
the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, 
faith, and obedience, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of 
the church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan, 
and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh 
the Holy Scriptures to be most necessary, those former ways of God's 
revealing His will unto people being now ceased" (Baptist Confession of 
Faith 1689; 1:1). 

Cults say that they have new revelation. "If anything is contrary to Scripture, it is 
wrong. If anything is the same as Scripture, it is not needed. If anything goes 
beyond Scripture, it has no authority." –Curtis Crenshaw 

The Bible itself indicates that the canon of Scripture is closed in Hebrews 1:1-2. 
If the canon is not closed, then it no longer serves as a standard. It ceases to be 
authoritative. 

By undermining the sufficiency of the Bible, these groups elevate themselves to 
the status of the one true or at least the truest expression of the Christian faith. It 
is evil to pervert the Word of God. If God has truly revealed his word, to 
minimize it, pervert it or put it under someone else's authority is a morally evil 
thing to do. 

 

− SUBTRACTION FROM THE DEITY OF THE PERSONS 
OF THE TRINITY2 

Indications of the Trinity in the Old Testament (Genesis 1:26; Isaiah 48:1). To 
say that the eternal Son of God is a creation of God, man or a lesser God is 
antichrist (1 John 2:22). 

Subordinationism is the false teaching that the Son of God is a created God and 
not THE God. Fourth century Arianism was condemned as a heresy by the 
Church. Modern day Jehovah's Witnesses teach Arianism. Adoptionism states 
that Jesus Christ was a man whom God adopted as deity at his resurrection. 

                                            
2 Recommended books: The Forgotten Trinity by James White and God in Three 
Persons by E. C. Beisner 
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Only God could do what Jesus did (Colossians 1:15-18; John 1:3; 2 Peter 1:1; 
John 8:58 = Exodus 3:14; Mark 2:5-7). 

The problem with subtraction: Since Jesus Christ was not God, but a man, then 
our salvation is not complete. 

If God created everything alone (Isaiah 44:24), and 
If Christ was the agent of creation (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrew 1:2, 
8-10), 

Then Christ is God. 

The name of the LORD (Yahweh) is not the name of the Father. It is the name of 
God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The Apostle John says that Jesus Christ is God (John 1:1, 18; 20:2). 

The Apostle Paul says that Jesus Christ is God (Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13) 

The Apostle Peter says that Jesus Christ is God (2 Peter 1:1) 

The Writer of Hebrews says that Jesus Christ is God (Hebrews 1:8). 

John, Thomas, Paul, Peter, and the writer to the Hebrews — all men who 
believed and understood the Torah, look at Jesus and say, “He is God!” (John 
1:1-2; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 1:9). 

How could the Word (Jesus Christ) be with God if there is no distinction of 
persons? How could our fellowship be with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ if they were the same person? How could John say that we have both the 
Father and the Son if these are only modes or manifestations rather than true 
persons in the one true God? 

Cults desire to conform the truth to our categories, but God is infinite and does 
not fit in our categories. He is one God, but three persons (Psalms 89:6). 

If you can compare the eternal God with a human being, then you are not 
talking about God. You are talking about a different Jesus (2 Corinthians 11:3-4). 

 

x MULTIPLYING WORKS NECESSARY FOR SALVATION 
Christian terms are redefined to mean something else: justification, God, us, 
salvation. According to the Bible, salvation is solely on the basis of what Christ 
did on the cross (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Arius denied the oneness of God and Christ. He said that Christ was not God 
himself, but subordinate to or less than God. But is Christ is not co-eternal and 
co-equal with the Father, how can God's demands for justice be met? 
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The Bible teaches us that all our righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). 

 

÷ DIVIDING THE BODY OF CHRIST BY CLAIMING TO 
BE THE ONLY TRUE CHURCH. 
Cults divide loyalties and attempt to create allegiance to their 
organization. They divide loyalties from God himself. They present 
themselves as the only channel by which God speaks. The Jehovah's 
Witnesses present the Watchtower magazine as God's voice though it is 
printed in New York City. The Mormons say that the eldership is the 
voice of God. 

Since they add new revelation, subtract from the tri-unity of God by denying the 
personhood or the deity of one or more members of the Godhead, and multiply 
works that are necessary for salvation, they say that you must follow them since 
they are the only group that understands these things! Salvation is not found in 
Christ but in their organization. But salvation is not accomplished by the church; 
it is accomplished by Christ. The church is simply the people of God, those who 
have been saved by Christ and function as his Body in the world. 

 

= EQUALS 
The cults say that they are recovering or restoring something that was lost and 
that the church was without biblical teaching for 1700 or 1800 years. But Jesus 
said that the gates of hell would not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). 

The Reformation was not a restoration; it was a correction and a refining of the 
teachings of the church. It was a return to the original Scriptures as a full and 
final authority concerning what the church believes. 

It is noteworthy that most of the cults were born in America during the first half 
of the 19th century during a time of transition away from Puritanism and an 
emphasis on eschatology. 

Van Baalen said, "Cults are the unpaid debt of the church” (2 Timothy 2:15; 2 
Corinthians 10:5). 
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The Jehovah's Witnesses 

Pastor Maurice Nicholson 

Christian or cult? 

 

Scripture alone!  
Is it necessary to let God’s word speak for itself or not? 

A quote from the Watchtower magazine expresses clearly the attitude of the JW 
organization! 

‘God has not arranged for [His] Word to speak independently or to shine forth 
life-giving truths by itself.  It is through his organization [the Watchtower] God 
provides this light’. Watchtower magazine, May 1, 1957 

What says the scriptures? ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path’ 
Ps 119:1’In your law will I meditate day and night’. ‘To the Law and to the 
Testimony, if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no light 
in them’ Is 20:8.  

Not only do they restrict ones right to search the scripture for oneself but they 
have altered the very scriptures that are the source of light. 

Is the New World Translation reliable? Their own Bible. 

What is of even more serious concern is the Watchtower’s Scripture-twisting of 
words which we are warned will happen. ‘They twist the scriptures to their own 
destruction’ 2 Pet 3:16.  Their translation of the Bible, The New World 
Translation of the Greek Scriptures, has numbers of mistranslated words. There 
are also added words and words that are left out. This has been done 
deliberately in an effort to support their teachings. God speaks against this very 
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strongly in his word, ‘Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be 
found to be a liar’ Prov 30:5,6. The most glaring example of this is their 
translation of John 1:1, The New World Translation, ‘In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was a god’. 

The New International Translation, like most others has these words: 

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God’. For them to write in their translation Jesus ‘was a god’ is blasphemous 
because the truth of the Greek text is Jesus ‘was God’. 

 

Who is Jesus? 
JW’s teach - “The Bible clearly states that in his prehuman existence, Jesus was a 
created spirit being, just as angels were spirit beings created by God…. The fact 
is that Jesus is not God and never claimed to be” Should you believe in the 
Trinity [1989,14,20] That is the JW’s emphatic statement on who Jesus is.  

Scripture teaches he is the Word, ‘The Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us and we beheld his glory the glory as of the only begotten Son of God, full of 
grace and truth’ John 1:14. ‘All things came into existence through him, and 
apart from him not even one thing came into existence’ John 1:3 NWT 

God says in speaking about his Son, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him’ Heb 1:6.  
In an effort to support their contention that Jesus is not God, but rather a created 
being, they add the word “other” in Colossians 1:16 and 17, so that it reads “all 
[other] things have been created through him,” implying that Jesus is a creature 
rather than the eternal creator.  

‘In answer Thomas said to him [Jesus] “My Lord and my God” John 20:28 NWT 

Jesus works testify to who he is. 

‘If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen and hated both me and my Father’ John 
15:24  

‘The very works I am doing testify that the Father has sent me’ John 5:36 

What works? ‘Who can forgive sins but God alone’ Lk 5:21. The authority for 
him to be able to say that was shown by the work he did.  

‘Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 
a man born blind’ John 9: 32. Jesus did!  
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‘There were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one 
of them was cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian’ Lk 4:27. From the start of his 
ministry Jesus healed many lepers. Leprosy was incurable. Only God could cure 
leprosy. 

Summary 

The Jesus of the Watchtower is not the Jesus [the Christ] of the Bible.  The Jesus 
of the Bible is the Son of God, hence of the same nature as God the Father, and 
he existed with the Father and the Holy Spirit from eternity. He is the Word, the 
God who created the heavens and the earth, the God who became incarnate as 
a man, the God who was crucified for our sins, died, and rose again in His own 
body of flesh and bone.  The Jesus of the Bible is both God and man, the second 
person of the Trinity, who is now seated at the right hand of God the Father. 

 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

JW’s teach, ‘the holy spirit is the active force of God. It is not a person 
but is a powerful force that God causes to emanate from himself to 
accomplish his holy will’ Reasoning from the scriptures, 1985, p 381 

Their own Bible translates as follows, ‘However, when that one arrives, the spirit 
of truth, he will guide you into all truth, for he will not speak on his own 
impulse, but what things he hears he will speak, he will declare to you the things 
coming’ John 16:13,14  NWT 

The Bible teaches he is a person – he can be grieved Eph 4:30. Peter’s words in 
Acts 5:3,4 ‘you have lied to the Holy Spirit……you have not lied to man but to 
God’. 

 

What about the ‘Trinity’?  
The teaching that there is:- God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. These three are one – ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one [echad] 
Lord’ Deut 6:4 [echad – Hebrew meaning a composite unity composed of more 
than one illustrated by marriage, ‘The two will become one [echad] flesh’  

Genesis chapter 1 – God the Father planned it; the Son performed the work of 
creation, the Holy Spirit the power by which it took place. God [Heb. eloh/im – 
more than one] 

Matthew 28:19, ‘baptizing them in the name of God the Father [planned 
salvation], God the Son [did the work], God the Holy Spirit [reveals it to us] 
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Revelation 1:4,5 – ‘grace and peace to you from him who is, who was and who 
is to come [the Father], and from the seven spirits before the throne [seven fold 
Holy Spirt], and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness [God’s Son]. 

Since JW’s teach Christ is not God but just an Agent of his, a lesser being; and 
since they teach the Holy Spirit is just a powerful force, they reject the trinity – 
God in three persons. 

 

What’s in a name? The name claim or the name game? 
The Jehovah’s Witnesses argue that God’s proper name is Jehovah, and have 
therefore taken it upon themselves to rewrite the Bible, replacing the Greek 
words kurios (the Lord) and theos (God) in the New Testament with the name 
‘Jehovah’. Jehovah is the English form of the Hebrew for God which is ‘Yahweh’. 
This is made up of four consonants from the Hebrew alphabet – 

 Y H V H 

yod – the hand 

he – behold 

vav – the nail 

he – behold 

‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to mankind by which we must be saved’ Acts 4:12. Jesus is Yeshua – salvation. 
As such he has been given a name that is above every other name that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess he is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father (Phil 2:9-11). 

 

Salvation 
Through Christ alone? By faith alone? Through grace alone? 

In the JW’s understanding of salvation – something must be done by any one 
desiring to be saved. This is illustrated in the following quote from a Watchtower 
magazine:- 

‘Some suggest that belief in Jesus is the end of the matter….however, to 
concentrate on only one essential requirement for salvation to the exclusion of 
all others is like reading one crucial clause in a contract and ignoring the 
rest…yes there are various things involved in getting saved. We must take an 
accurate knowledge of God’s purposes and his way of salvation. Then we must 
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exercise faith in the Chief Agent of salvation, Jesus Christ and do God’s will the 
rest of our lives [John 3:16; Tit 2:14] 

‘What we must do to be saved’ The Watchtower, Sept 15, 1993, 5-7 

Compare – Rom 10:9,10 / Tit 2:3:4-7 

Forgiveness of sins 
‘Certainly we do not expect that in the present system Jesus would apply to us 
the full merit of his sacrifice.  Even if he did, we would still not have everlasting 
life’ Watchtower magazine, June 1, 1995 

Jesus states in John 8:24: “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your 
sins.”  Who does Jesus claim to be?  He claims to be the Messiah, who comes to 
forgive sins, which only God can do.  The “I am” in this verse is followed by 
Jesus statement in John 8:58: “‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘before 
Abraham was born, I am!’” The “I am” in these verses are a direct reference to 
the I AM of Exodus 3:14, in which God calls himself I AM.  The Watchtower 
deliberately mistranslates Exodus 3:14 and John 8:58 to obscure Jesus’ claim to 
deity and His rightful position as the second person of the Trinity.  The Jehovah’s 
Witnesses do not believe Jesus is the one He claims to be, and they will indeed 
die in their sins.  The Watchtower blocks Jesus’ exclusive claim of being both 
God and Savior, and in so doing, blocks the path to eternal life. 

‘I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 
you. Through him every one who believes is set free from every sin’ Acts 
13:38,39. 

Christ’s death – how much did it accomplish? 

They believe the blood of Christ does not forgive sins, it gives us a "chance" to 
live again. They have NO assurance of salvation as Jehovah's Witnesses who 
supposedly know the truth.           

 Jehovah’s Witnesses reject the concept of Christ’s substitutionary atonement 
and instead hold to a ransom theory, that Jesus’ death was a ransom payment for 
Adam’s sin. Compare 2 Pet 2:1  

They claim to be God’s prophetic voice. Are they? 

 Some false prophecies amongst the many they have made:- A quote from their 
magazine - ‘In what year, then, would the first 6,000 years of man’s existence 
and also the first 6,000 years of God’s rest day come to an end?  The year 1975. 
[This was when Armageddon was supposed to occur.]  
Awake, October 8, 1966; p. 19 
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...there are only about ninety months left before 6,000 years of man’s existence 
on earth is completed...  The majority of people living today will probably be 
alive when Armageddon breaks out...  
Kingdom Ministry, March, 1968; p4 

The JW’s are not alone in these failed attempts of date setting and it is a sobering 
fact such things cause much confusion. 

How important is the resurrection? 

JW’S believe Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead as shown by the two 
references following:-Jesus did not rise from the dead in his physical 
body, Awake! July 22, 1973, p. 4. 

Jesus was raised "not a human creature, but a spirit." Let God be True, p. 276. 

We might wonder if belief in the bodily resurrection of Jesus is a doctrine which 
rises to the level of a salvation issue.  In 1 Corinthians 15:17 Paul states: “And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”  The 
Jehovah’s Witnesses reject bodily resurrection and the eternal nature of the 
soul.  They believe that the soul is what gives physical life - it is not immaterial 
and therefore it is destroyed at death.  They believe not in resurrection, but re-
creation. God remembers who you were and creates a copy of you if you are re-
created.  (Those who willfully sin and reject the “truth” are never recreated, and 
are thus permanently annihilated.  There is no belief in hell as a place of eternal 
torment in Watchtower theology, it is only the common grave of both believers 
and unbelievers.)  Jesus was recreated at His “resurrection” as a spirit only - the 
archangel Michael.  Their belief makes their “faith” useless, as Paul points out in 
verses 13 and 14: “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and 
so is your faith”  

Further teachings of JW’s 

• The soul ceases to exist after death, Let God be True, pp. 59, 60, 67. 
• There is no hell of fire where the wicked are punished, Let God be True, 

pp. 79, 80. 
• Only 144,000 Jehovah's Witness go to heaven, Reasoning from the 

Scriptures, 
1985, pp. 166-167, 361; Let God be True, p. 121. 

• Only the 144,000 Jehovah's Witness are born again. Reasoning from the 
Scriptures, 1985, p. 76.; Watchtower 11/15/54, p. 681. 

• Only the 144,000 may take communion. 
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Summary 
1. JW’s have their own translation of the scriptures that has been altered to 

support their teachings. 
2. Only one God – Jehovah – indivisible – no trinity. 
3. Jesus is not God – he is ‘a god’- a lesser being created by God [Jehovah] 

– he is Michael  
4. The Holy Spirit is not God – he is an ‘it’- a force. 
5. Salvation is by faith plus works. 
6. Belief in Jesus and his sacrifice for sins does not give eternal life.  
7. Jesus rose from the dead in a spirit form. 
8. He returned to earth invisibly in 1914. 
9. The date of Armageddon has been prophesied many times. 
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Seventh Day Adventism 
It Happened on a Sunday 

Pastor J. Gary Ellison 

 
1.	 The	SDA	Challenge	

1.1.	 Are	we	wrong	to	worship	God	on	Sunday?	

Is there any warrant for worshiping God on Sunday? Recently the churches of 
Vanuatu have been challenged to find just one verse that supports the practice 
of worshipping on Sunday. Never mind the historical fact that for nearly 20 
centuries the church of Jesus Christ has met on 
Sunday for teaching, preaching, prayer, worship, 
and fellowship… But is there any biblical 
support for the practice of worshipping on 
Sunday? 

On the other hand, is this a major issue that 
could put one’s salvation in jeopardy? I mean, is 
it true that by meeting to worship God on 
Sunday, that instead of truly worshipping God in 
spirit and truth, we are somehow worshipping 
the sun, because it’s SUNday? Would that then 
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mean that people who worship on SATURday are actually worshipping the 
planet Saturn? Is it true that worshipping God on Sunday is blasphemous? Is it 
true that this is the mark of the beast? 
 
1.2.	 Just	One	Verse	

One of the tactics used is to challenge listeners to find just one verse in the Bible 
that says that we are to worship on a Sunday. Money is often offered by such 
groups to anyone who can find a verse that speaks of worship on Sunday. When 
no one responds, everyone is convinced that it must be wrong to do right on 
Sunday. As we have seen, this sounds so very much like the Pharisees who 
found wrong in all the good works that Jesus did on the Sabbath. We are told 
that worship is a matter of observing the calendar, that what God real wants is 
for us to get the day right.  

The Christian churches of Vanuatu could also ask our friends who have raised 
the question, “Please show us one verse in the New Testament that shows that 
believers have to keep the sabbath.” No gat. There is not one single verse in the 
New Testament that tells believers to keep the Sabbath. 

We have seen that there are many commandments for New Testament believers. 
Jesus has clearly instructed us to make disciples of all peoples everywhere and to 
teach them to obey all that he has commanded us. But as we read through all 
the commandments of the New Testament, not once are we ever told to keep 
the Sabbath. 

I should point out here that obeying God’s Word is not how we are saved. We 
are saved by what Christ has done for us, not by what we do for him. Obedience 
flows out of love and joy for what he has done for us. 

So there are commands in the New Testament, but never a command to keep 
the Sabbath. 

On the other hand, there are also many lists of various sins that the believer will 
avoid, but breaking the sabbath is never listed. In fact, we are told not to let 
anyone judge us about the Sabbath for it is only a shadow; the reality is Christ. 
 
2.	 Shadow	and	Reality	
We have seen in previous broadcasts that the Old Covenant was a shadow of 
the New Covenant. I want to look more closely at some of the shadow because 
the shadow points to the reality. 

In Leviticus 23, Moses gives a detail description of the appointed feasts of the 
LORD (Leviticus 23:2, 4). 
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1. The Sabbath Lev 23:3  
2. The Feast of Passover Lev 23:5  
3. The Feat of Unleavened Bread Lev 23:6  
4. The Feast of Firstfruits Lev 23:10  
5. The Feast of Weeks Lev 23:15.  
6. The Feast of Trumpets Lev 23:24  
7. The Day of Atonement Lev 23:27  
8. The Feast of Booths Lev 23:34  

I want to consider two of these feasts: the Feast of the Firstfruits, and the Feast of 
Weeks (also known as the Feast of Pentecost). 
 
2.1.	 The	Feast	of	the	Firstfruits	

We read about the Feast of the Firstfruits in Leviticus 23:9-11. 

Leviticus 23:9-11 ESV And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10 "Speak to 
the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I 
give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of 
your harvest to the priest, 11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, 
so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall 
wave it.  

Let us well notice that the Feast of the Firstfruits was to take place on the day 
after the Sabbath. This feast took place right after the Feast of Passover, on the 
day after the Sabbath of the Passover. 

Let me underline that it took place not on the Sabbath, but on the day after the 
Sabbath. Verse 11 says that the priest, 

shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be accepted. On 
the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 

We all know that “the day after the Sabbath” was a Sunday. God prescribed that 
the Feast of the Firstfruits was to take place on a Sunday. 

This offering of firstfruits took place at the beginning of the harvest and 
signified Israel’s gratitude to and dependence on God.3 

We have a further description of this feast in Deuteronomy 26:1-11. Notice 
verse 10: 

                                            
3 Duane A. Garrett, “Feasts and Festivals of Israel” in Evangelical Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology, p. 250. 
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Deuteronomy 26:10 ESV And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.' And you shall set it down 
before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God.  

Notice exactly what God says the Israelites were to do on that Sunday after the 
Passover. Verse 10 says that they were to present the firstfruits of the ground 
which the LORD had given them. “And you shall set it down before the LORD 
your God and worship before the LORD your God.” Here is a shadow of the 
reality that was to come. They were to worship the LORD on a Sunday. 

The Feast of Passover had taken place just days before the Feast of the Firstfruits. 
The Passover commemorated the time when God had delivered the Israelites out 
of Egypt. For 400 years the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt under the rule of 
Pharaoh. A Passover lamb had been slain for each family. The blood of the lamb 
had been painted on the doorposts of every home. The angel of death had been 
sent to kill the firstborn of every family in Egypt, but when the angel saw the 
blood of the lamb on the doorpost, he would “pass over” that home, sparing the 
firstborn child. That night the Israelites were delivered from Egypt (Exodus 12:1-
13). All of this pointed to the Lamb of God who would be slain on a hill called 
Calvary in order to deliver us from Satan’s rule and the slavery of sin. 

In celebration of this great deliverance from Egypt, the Israelites were to present 
the firstfruits of their crops and to worship the LORD, the first day after the 
Sabbath of Passover. It happened on a Sunday. 

• Every year  
for 1,446 years 

• From the giving of the Law 
Until the coming of Christ 
And until the outpouring of the Holy Spirit  

• The Jews were commanded to celebrate the Feast of Firstfruits and to 
worship the LORD 

• The day after the Sabbath of the Passover. 

It happened on a Sunday, “the day after the Sabbath.” 

It happened on a Sunday and pointed to that great event that the New Testament 
tells many times took place on “the first day of the week”: the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

This was the Feast of the Firstfruits and it pointed to Christ, the firstfruits of the 
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23; Romans 8:2). 

So Christ is the firstfruits of the our future resurrection. The firstfruits came first; 
the full harvest came weeks later. Christ’s resurrection was first; our resurrection 
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is still future, but both Christ’s resurrection and our resurrection are part of what 
the Bible calls “the first resurrection” (Revelation 20:5-6). The Feast of the 
Firstfruits took place “the day after the Sabbath.” It happened on a Sunday. The 
Feast of the Firstfruits pointed to the resurrection of Christ that would take place 
on Sunday, “the first day of the week.” 

Just how important is the resurrection of Christ? The Scriptures tell us that if 
Christ had not been raised from the dead, then our preaching would be in vain, 
and your faith would be in vain. We would still be lost in and would perish (1 
Corinthians 15:14-19). 

Again and again, the New Testament emphasizes that this most important event 
took place on Sunday, after the Sabbath, on “the first day of the week” (Matthew 
28:1; Mark 16:2; Mark 16:9; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). 

All these events of the resurrection day took place on Sunday, the first day of the 
week.  

• It was on a Sunday that the Lord arose from the grave (Mark 16:9). 
• It was on a Sunday that He appeared to Mary Magdalene (John 20:1). 
• It was on a Sunday that He walked and talked with the two disciples on the 

road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-31). 
• It was on a Sunday “when he was at table with them, [that] he took the 

bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them (Luke 24:30 ESV). 
• It was on a Sunday that the ten apostles and others had gathered in the 

upper room (John 20:19). 
• It was on a Sunday that the resurrected Christ appeared to them in the upper 

room (John 20:19). 
• It was on a Sunday that He gave the great commission “As the Father has 

sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 20:21 ESV). 
• It was on a Sunday that He breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 

Spirit" (John 20:22 ESV).  

It happened on a Sunday. 

It happened on a Sunday, but Thomas was not there. It was a eight days later — 
count them: 1 - Sunday, 2 - Monday, 3 - Tuesday, 4 - Wednesday, 5 - Thursday, 
6 - Friday, 7 - Saturday, 8 - Sunday — It was on a Sunday that Jesus chose to 
appear again to his disciples, this time Thomas was with them (John 20:26). 

It happened on a Sunday. And it had been prefigured in the Feast of the 
Firstfruits. God had specified that Feast of the Firstfruits was to take place on “the 
day after the Sabbath” of Passover. God had commanded that the Feast of the 
Firstfruits would take place on a Sunday and that the Israelites were to worship 
God and thank Him for delivering them from slavery in Egypt. God had said that 
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it was to take place the day after the Sabbath because he was going to raise his 
Son from the dead on the first day of the week, not the last day of the week. *** 
It would be a new beginning. A new creation. And it happened on a Sunday. 
 
2.2.	 The	Feast	of	Pentecost	

Back in Leviticus 23, immediately after the instructions about the Feast of the 
Firstfruits, God gave instructions about another shadow, the Feast of Weeks, that 
would point to another reality. The Feast of the Firstfruits took place on a Sunday 
at the very beginning of the harvest. That Sunday was the starting point for the 
count to the Feast of Weeks. 

Leviticus 23:15-16 ESV "You shall count seven full weeks from the day after 
the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering. 16 
You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you 
shall present a grain offering of new grain to the LORD.  

Two times in these two verses, the phrase “the day after the Sabbath” is used. In 
verse 15, “the day after the Sabbath” refers to the Sunday when the Feast of the 
Firstfruits took place. The Israelites were to count seven full weeks from the Feast 
of the Firstfruits from that Sunday to the “day after the seventh Sabbath.” Seven 
full weeks were counted to the Feast of Weeks. Verse 16 says, “You shall count 
fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath.” The Feast of Weeks was fifty 
days after the Feast of the Firstfruits. The Greek translation of this Old Testament 
verse uses the word πεντήκοντα (pentêkonta, Leviticus 23:16 BGT). That is 
where we get the word “Pentecost.” The Feast of Weeks was the Feast of 
Pentecost. It was a time of great celebration as the harvest was brought in. 

Deuteronomy 16:10-11 ESV Then you shall keep the Feast of Weeks to the 
LORD your God with the tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, 
which you shall give as the LORD your God blesses you. 11 And you shall 
rejoice before the LORD your God… 

They were to rejoice before the Lord. It happened on a Sunday, “the day after 
the seventh Sabbath.” 

• Every year  
for 1,446 years 

• From the giving of the Law 
Until the coming of Christ 
And until the outpouring of the Holy Spirit  

• The Jews were commanded to rejoice before the LORD on Sunday, the 
Day of Pentecost, 

• The day after the 7th Sabbath after the Feast of Firstfruits.  
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It happened on a Sunday, “the day after the 7th Sabbath” for nearly 1,500 years. 

The Feast of the Firstfruits and the Feast of Weeks. The Feast of the Firstfruits 
pointed to the resurrection of Christ on a Sunday, “the first day of the week.” 
Then, from Resurrection Day, seven full weeks were counted. Fifty days until 
“the day after the seventh Sabbath.” A Sunday. The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-
4). 

It happened on a Sunday. 
• It was on a Sunday that “there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 

rushing wind.” 
• It was on a Sunday that “divided tongues as of fire appeared to them 

and rested on each one of them.” 
• It was on a Sunday that 120 disciples “were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 
• It was on a Sunday that they “began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.” 
• It was on a Sunday that a great multitude of devout Jews from “every 

nation under heaven” heard the disciples telling in their own languages 
“the mighty works of God” (Acts 2:5, 11). 

• It was on a Sunday that the Apostle Peter preached to the Jews at 
Jerusalem that God had raised Jesus up from the dead and exalted him 
to the right hand of the Father and that he, Jesus, had pour out the Holy 
Spirit on the disciples, on a Sunday (Acts 2:33). 

• It was on a Sunday that Peter gave the invitation to those who heard 
him, telling them to repent and to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38). 

• It was on a Sunday that 3,000 people received Christ, were baptized in 
water and were added to the church (Acts 2:41). 

• It was the beginning of the Church. It was the Feast of Pentecost, a 
harvest celebration, and what a harvest of souls it was! 

It happened on a Sunday. 
 
3.	 Sunday	and	the	Early	Church	
It was for this reason that with time and the more the church spread beyond 
Jerusalem that Christians began meeting on Resurrection Day. Sunday. 
 
3.1.	 The	Church	in	Troas	

In Acts 20, on Paul’s third missionary journey, we read that the Christians in 
Troas met on the first day of the week. 
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Acts 20:6-7 ESV …we came to them at Troas, where we stayed for seven 
days. 7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 
break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, 
and he prolonged his speech until midnight.  

Though Paul was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem (Acts 20:16), Paul and Luke 
waited in Troas for six days until the first day of the week when the believers 
met. They met. They broke bread together, meaning that they celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion together. And Paul preached to them. 

And it happened on a Sunday. 
 
3.2.	 The	Church	in	Corinth	

We read in 1 Corinthians 16, that the church at Corinth met the first day of the 
week. 

1 Corinthians 16:2 ESV On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 
collecting when I come.  

The churches took special offerings every Sunday for the church in Jerusalem.  

OBJECTION: Some think that Paul was telling the believers to simply be 
systematic and put an offering aside every week in the privacy of their own 
homes. 

ANSWER: IF THAT WERE THE CASE… 

1. It would not matter what day of the week they collected it. Paul 
specifically tells them to put aside their offerings and to store them up “the 
first day of every week.” 

2. If the families were simply putting aside an offering in their homes, there 
would still have been a need to collect it when Paul came. But he had 
specifically instructed them to collect the offerings “so that there will be no 
collecting when I come” 

 
3.3.	 The	Churches	of	Galatia	

Paul founded the churches of Galatia during his first missionary journey. These 
churches were in the cities of Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra. 
These churches also met on the first day of the week. Note again what Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians: 
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1 Corinthians 16:1-2 ESV Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I 
directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may 
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.  

So Paul had instructed the churches of Galatia to set aside an offering on the first 
day of every week. 
 
3.4.	 The	Lord’s	Day	

God had ordained that the Feast of the Firstfruits and the Feast of Pentecost take 
place on “the day after the Sabbath,” i.e. on a Sunday. Those feasts pointed to 
the resurrection of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which took place 
on a Sunday. Instead of meeting to worship on the Sabbath, the churches began 
meeting on the day of the Lord’s resurrection. The day of the Lord’s resurrection 
soon became known as the Lord’s Day. We read in Revelation 1:10, 

Revelation 1:10 ESV I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice like a trumpet… 

The Apostle John was worshipping the Lord. He was in the Spirit on a Sunday, 
the Lord’s Day. The Lord Jesus met him and revealed himself to John, and 
revealed to him The Book of Revelation. 

It happened on a Sunday. 
 
4.	 The	Testimony	of	the	Early	Church	Fathers	
The early Church Fathers, those first Christians who left us their testimony of life 
in the early church, confirm that the church met on the Lord’s Day and not the 
Sabbath. 

4.1	 Ignatius	of	Antioch	lived	during	most	of	the	first	century	and	into	
the	second	century.		

He was a student of the Apostle John. Ignatius describes Christian believers as 
those who… 

have come to the possession of a new hope, no longer observing the 
Sabbath, but living in the observance of the Lord's Day, on which also our 
life has sprung up again by Him and by His death--whom some deny, by 
which mystery we have obtained faith, and therefore endure, that we may 
be found the disciples of Jesus Christ, our only Master…4 

                                            
4 Epistle Of Ignatius To The Magnesians, “Chapter IX.--Let us live with Christ.” 
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He goes on to say, 

let every friend of Christ keep the Lord's Day as a festival, the resurrection-
day, the queen and chief of all the days [of the week].5 

4.2	 Justin	Martyr	lived	from	A.D.	110	to	165.	This	is	what	he	says	about	
Sunday:	

But Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because 
it is the first day on which God, having wrought a change in the darkness 
and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day 
rose from the dead.6 

The FIRST DAY of the week was the day set apart for special worship by the 
saints of God, LONG BEFORE CONSTANTINE WAS BORN, OR THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH WAS KNOWN.7 
 

Conclusion 

What shall we say then to these things? Is Sunday the Christian Sabbath? No, it is 
not. Nor is Saturday. 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Colossians 2:16 not to let anyone trouble you or pass 
judgment on you concerning the Sabbath. It was only a shadow. Christ is the 
reality. 

Will keeping the Sabbath save you? No. Neither will going to church on Sunday. 
Someone said that if a mouse lives in a cookie jar (biscuit jar), it won’t make him 
a cookie. Going to church on a Sunday will not make you a Christian. It will not 
save you. Nor will going to church on the Sabbath. That is not the gospel. It is 
not the teaching of the New Testament. It is a different gospel that is not the 
gospel at all. 

Christ alone can save you. Do not put your trust in anything you can do. Put 
your trust in what Christ has done. He died on the cross to take the punishment 
for your sins and to set you free from the power of sin. Do not reject him who 
calls you to put your trust in him alone.  

 

 

                                            
5 Ibid. 
6 Justin Martyr, First Apologia - “Chapter LXVII.—Weekly worship of the 
Christians.” 
7 Maurice Nicholson, “Disproving Seventh-day Adventism.” 
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Islam 
Pastor Philip Naias 

Background 
WHAT IS ISLAM?  

The word “Islam” means submission, i.e. submission to the will of Allah. It is 
rooted in the Arabic word salaama which is often translated as peace, purity, 
submission and obedience (to Allah). The religion of Islam was revealed through 
Muhammad who claimed to be the prophet of Allah.  

WHO IS ALLAH?  

Allah is the Arabic name for God  

WHAT IS A MUSLIM?  

A follower of Islam is called a “Muslim.” The word “Muslim” means one who 
submits to the will of Allah.  

WHO WAS MUHAMMAD?  

Muhammad is the founder of Islam. He was born in Mecca (currently Saudi 
Arabia) in the year AD 570. His father died before his birth and his mother also 
died when he was six years old. He grew up as an Orphan. Muhammad never 
attended a formal school. He was raised first by a nurse, and then his 
grandfather and later his Uncle, Abu Talib, after the death of his grandfather.  

Apart from being wealthy, Muhammad who was also a spiritual man who often 
goes out into the mountains to spend time in meditation and reflection. He often 
meditated on mount Hira. According to Islamic beliefs it was there, at age 40, 
during the month of Ramadan, where he received his first revelation from Allah 
through angel Gabriel in a vision while he was asleep. The angel gave him a 
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message from God, and urged him to read the words from a piece of material 
but he could not as he was illiterate. Muhammad claimed that as he awoke from 
his sleep, he heard a voice from heaven calling out to him saying: “You are the 
messenger of Allah”. Deeply disturbed, Muhammad rushed home where his wife 
and cousin assured him that the message had come from Allah. The occasion 
marked the beginning of his life as messenger or prophet of Allah. Many similar 
visions and revelations followed and his friends committed them to memory 
before writing some of them down. The series of revelations beginning from that 
of angel Gabriel were compiled in Islam’s sacred scriptures, the Quran.  

Three years later, Muhammad began to preach these revelations to the people of 
Mecca, proclaiming that “God is One”, that total “surrender” or “submission” to 
Him is the only way acceptable to God, and that he himself was a prophet and 
messenger of God.  

As Muhammad became powerful, he broke from the Jews, expelling a wealthy 
Jewish clan who ran the Market in Medina, making Islam an Arabic faith. More 
people responded to be Muslims and Muhammad was welcomed as the ruler of 
the city. The Muslims were now not only a religion but also a growing political 
power.  

In March 629, Muhammad entered Mecca after several successful sieges by 
Islamic militant, and after making treaties with the prominent Quraysh tribe. 
Many people decided to follow after him and the teachings of Islam. In 630, He 
led 10,000 men and marched against the town without resistance. He cleared 
the Ka’ba of all idols and announced the beginning of a new era and the 
worship of Allah. Muhammad was hailed by his followers and all of Mecca as 
the true and final prophet of Allah after the conquest. A few months later, after 
returning to Medina on June 8, 632, Muhammad fell ill and died. By the time of 
his death, most of the Arabian Peninsula had embraced Islam. Today, the city of 
Mecca remains at the heart of Islam. 

 

BASIC PRACTICES OF ISLAM 
Islam is built on Five Pillars. They are the Tenets of foundations of the Islamic 
faith. The Five Pillars of Islam are the five obligations that every Muslims must 
fulfill in order for them to be good Muslims.  

1. The confession of faith (Shaháda). "There is no god but Allah, and 
Muhammad is the messenger (apostle) of Allah". Saying the Shadada with 
sincerity is all it takes to be a Muslim. It is like saying a sinner’s prayer in faith to 
become born again believer.  
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2. Prayer (Salat). This is the duty of every Muslim (able to do so). The prescribed 
ritual prayers five times daily, at prescribed times, with the prescribed posture, 
has to be observed. During these five prayers a fixed prayer-text must be recited 
seventeen times altogether (twice in the morning; four times at noon; four times 
in the afternoon; three times in the evening and four times at night).  

3. The giving of alms (Zakat) is a religious duty and should amount to not less 
than 2.5% of the income above ones needs. It is given primarily to the poor.  

4. Keeping the Fast during the month of Ramadaan (Sawm) is a duty for all, 
except the sick, travelers, pregnant women, nursing mothers and children. 
During the fast, the Muslim is to abstain from eating, drinking, smoking, and 
sexual intercourse in the daytime. The fast is to last from the rising of the sun 
until sunset.  

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj) is required once in a lifetime, if the means allow 
this. There is also a minor pilgrimage (Umra), which is performed at other times.  

(6.) Some add to this the Holy War (Jihaad). Today in the West this concept is 
often interpreted as 'the spreading of your faith'.  

(http://answering-islam.org) 

 

WHAT DO THE MUSLIMS REALLY BELIEVE WHEN IT 
COMES TO MAJOR CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES THEY 
PROFESS? 

1. GOD (Allah). There is One God  

A. Islam is monotheistic (Koran 3: 64). It believes in one God and that no partner 
is to be associated with Him. The first phrase in the declaration of the faith 
states:  

1. “I bear witness that there is no God but the Almighty God and that Mohammad 
is a Messenger.”  

2. “For God hath said, ‘Take not to yourselves two Gods, for He is one God’”(Sura 
16: 53; cp. 20:7)  

3. “…Allah forbid that He should have a son.”(Koran 4: 171)  
4. “He begets not, nor he is begotten, and there is none like unto him.”(Koran 

112: 3)  

B. Islam rejects the doctrine of the Trinity  

• “For God hath said, ‘Take not to yourselves two Gods, for He is one God’”(Sura 
16: 53)  
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THE TRUTH:  

A. There is One True God who has revealed himself as the Trinity: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  

God spoke plurally of His own person. (Genesis 1: 26, 27; Gen 3:22; 11: 7; 
Isaiah 6:3, 8). The Bible teaches that the Godhead exists of three persons in one: 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

B. Is the God (Allah) of the Qur’an the same as the True God of the Bible?  

No! God (Allah) of the Qur’an is a different God!!!  

Islam has 99 names for God (Allah). Yet none of these portray the Islamic God 
(Allah) as a God of Love. Allah is not a God of Love but of hatred. His mercy is 
limited to the Muslims but not the whole world. The true God of the Bible is the 
God of Love and He loves the whole world (1 John 4:8, 16; John 3:16). 

C. The differences  

God of the Qur’an is a singular unity; but the God of the Bible is a compound 
unity who is one in essence and three in persons (Matt. 28:19; John 10:30; Acts 
5:3 – 4).  

God of the Qur’an is not a Father, and he has begotten no sons (Surahs 19: 88-
92; 112:3); but the God of the Bible is a tri-unity God who has eternally existed 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19; Luke 3: 21 – 22; John 5:18).  

(The differences adapted from Halverson, pg. 110 – 111)  

D. The Crescent Symbol of Islam  

“The symbol of the worship of the moon god in Arabian culture and elsewhere 
throughout the Middle East was the crescent moon. Archaeologists have dug up 
numerous statues and hieroglyphic inscriptions in which a crescent moon was 
seated on top of the head of the deity to symbolize the worship of the moon 
god. While the moon was generally worshiped as a female deity in the Ancient 
Near East, the Arabs viewed it as a male deity.”  

The Gods of the Quraysh  

“The Quraysh tribe into which Muhammad was born was particularly devoted 
to Allah, the moon god, and especially to Allah's three daughters who were 
viewed as intercessors between the people and Allah. The worship of the three 
goddesses, Al-Lat, Al-Uzza, and Manat, played a significant role in the worship 
at the Kabah in Mecca...’”  

(http://www.ldolphin.org/morey.html.) 
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2. DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST.  

A. Islam considers Jesus a Prophet just like Moses, Abraham, and Noah.  

THE TRUTH: Jesus was more than a prophet.  

• He is God. (Matthew 17:5; Mark 1:1; Luke 1:35; Philippians 2:6; Hebrews 1:8; 
1 John 4:15)  

• He claimed to be God: John 4:26; 8:23; 10:30; 13:13; 14:7-10  
• He accepted worship: Matthew 8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 18:26; 28:9, 17; Mark 

5:6; Luke 24:52; John 5:22, 23; John 9:38  
• He forgave sins: Matthew 9:6 Mark 2:7  

B. Islam rejects the divinity of Jesus Christ (Koran 4: 171  

THE TRUTH: Jesus Christ is divine (1 Timothy 3:16; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 
1:3). 

The names attributed to him in Scripture also prove his divinity  

• “Alpha and Omega” – the First and the Last: the eternal one.  
• “Immanuel” – God with Us  
• My Lord and my God”  

C. Islam believes God has no sons (Koran 4: 171; 19: 92; 112: 3; 23:91)  

THE TRUTH: Jesus is the Eternal Son of God.  

• The Father declared Jesus to be His Son (Luke 3:22; Hebrews 5:5). 
• Jesus himself claimed to be the son of God (Luke 22:70; John 10:36-37; 

19:7). 

D. Islam believes Jesus Christ was a created being (Koran 3:55, 58).  

THE TRUTH: Jesus was not created. He existed before the creation (Micah 5:2; 
John 1:1-2; Phil 2:5-6; 1 Cor 8:6).  

3. THE WORD OF GOD  

One of the 5 tenets of Islam is the Belief in the 4 inspired books of the Torah (5 
books of Moses), Zabur (the psalms), Injil (the gospel), and Qur’an. But the 
Christian Scriptures are incomplete without the Qur’an. Apart from the Qur’an is 
the Hadith. The Hadith contains the Sunna (sayings of Muhammad). Muslims 
look to the Sunna for inspiration.  

The Qur’an itself claims divine ownership and inspiration. It is without 
contradiction (Koran 56:77-80; 10:37; Sura 4:82).  
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THE TRUTH: The Bible is the only inspired word of God. We do not need any 
other writings to confirm its truth. It is complete.  

Adding to God’s word has serious consequences (Deut 4:2; Prov 30:6; Deut 
12:32; Rev 22:18). 

The Qur’an does not confirm the inspiration of the Old Testament but denies it. 
Yet Islam regards it as inspired. The Bible declares that the Old Testament as 
well as the New is fully inspired of God. The Bible is inspired authoritative and 
final revelation of God to man (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21). 

The Qur’an is a book that contradicts itself.  
• In Koran 2: 256, It says “There is no compulsion in religion”, which means no 

one can be forced to be a Muslim. However, two verses from this same book 
state otherwise (Koran 8:37; 4:5).  

• In Koran 4:3, Islam allows sexual relations with slave maids and captive women 
but Koran 17:32, however, states that fornication and adultery are sin (Koran 
17:32)  

The Bible is without error or contradiction. It is the infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 

4. SALVATION.  

A. Islam rejects the doctrines of the Fall of Man. Muslims do not believe that 
man is born a sinner and needs salvation (Koran 53: 38; 99: 7, 8).  

THE TRUTH: The scriptures teach man is born into sin (Romans 3:10, 12, 23; 
5:12, 14; 11:32; Ephesians 2:3; 1 John 1;10)  

B. Islam believes Salvation comes through Allah alone: Only those who obey 
Allah and Muhammad his prophet can enter into Heaven (Koran 3: 85; 48:13)  

THE TRUTH: Salvation is through Jesus Christ alone (Acts 4:12; John 8:24; John 
14:6). 

C. Islam denies the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. They believe he never died 
(Koran 4:154 – 158).  

THE TRUTH: Jesus died and rose again (Rom 6:9-10; Phil 2:8; Heb 9:16-17.) 

D. Islam teaches that Salvation must be earned by Good Works (Koran 17: 13), 
Almsgiving (Surah 73:20; 9: 103), Divine providence (Koran 76:29, 30), 
 Observance of the Five Pillars of Islam. Without them one cannot be a 
good Muslim i.e. a righteous person.  

THE TRUTH: Salvation is by grace, through faith alone (Eph 2:8-9; Rom 3:20; 
Rom 3:24; Rom 3:27-28). 
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5. LIFE AFTER DEATH 

A. Those who kill or are killed by unbelievers will return to the garden of 
Paradise (Koran 9: 111), where they will enjoy many lustful pleasures-sex with 
virgins, pleasant food and drink, etc (Koran 56:15, 54, 67-71).  

THE TRUTH: Those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and submitted 
their lives to him will enjoy eternity in heaven, where there will be no pain or 
sorrow, no disease or death. It is the home of righteousness. There is no 
immorality and drunkenness in heaven. It is the home righteousness and 
holiness (Rev 21:1-4; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev 21:8) 

B. Those who worship or serve other gods apart from Allah will go to hell (Koran 
25:68; 14:17; 5:34).  

THE TRUTH: Islam considers Christians and other religions that do not hold to 
the teachings of Muhammad and the worship of Allah as unbelievers. However, 
the truth from scripture teaches that those who reject Christ will suffer eternal 
torments in hell (John 3:36). 

6. MURDER, VIOLENCE, WAR & OPPRESSION  

A. Muhammad and Muslims claim Islam as a religion of peace. However, its 
teachings reflect the opposite of peace. It is a religion of Murder, violence, War 
& Oppression (Koran 8:37)  

The Koran instructs not to make friendship with Jews and Christians (Koran 5:51) 
but to war against them (Koran 4:5; 9:29; 2:191; 9:5,123; 69:30-37; 47:4; 8:12; cp. 
8:60; 9:73; 5:34).  

B. In Islam, religious violence is done in the name of Allah Muslims are not the 
ones slaying. Allah himself is really the one slaying them (Koran 8:17; cp. Surah 
Al-Baqarah 2:190; 9:14).  

C. Jihad is mandatory (Koran 9:38-39; Surah An-Nisa 4:75; Koran 8:12-17)  

Islam is a Religion of Terror. Islam breeds Terrorism. Just look at what is 
happening around the world today.  

“The fight against Terrorism is a fight against a religious belief system” (Koran 
8:12)  

D. It is acceptable to break treaties and obligations with pagans and make war 
on them whenever strong enough to do so (Koran 9:3)  

THE TRUTH: Murder is forbidden in the Bible (Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 
5:17; Matthew 5:21; Galatians 5:21; 1 John 3:15; Revelation 21:8) 
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God hates violence and oppression. He destroyed the earth with a worldwide 
flood because violence and oppression (Genesis 6:13; Matthew 5:38-39, 43, 
45). 

Treachery and lying are forbidden. (Matthew 5:33-37) Better to suffer wrong 
than not to keep one's word. (Proverbs) 

7. TREATMENT OF WOMEN 

Islam teaches that Men have authority over women (Koran 2: 228; 4:34)  

Women are treated like objects in Islam (Tabari, volume 39, page 194; Hadith of 
Sahih Muslim vol. 2, #3371.  

THE TRUTH: Women are human beings created in the image of God equally to 
men. There is neither male nor female in Christ. (Galatians 3:28)  

“Husbands are responsible to maintain proper order and government in the 
family. (1 Timothy 3:4, 5, 12; Titus 1:6) How does your culture view women?  

- Tanna, Efate, Paama, Tongoa, Malekula, Vanuatu???? 

8. MORALS 

A. Muhammad himself had 11 wives but he permitted his followers to marry up 
to four  (Koran 33: 51)  

B. Islam allows sexual relations with one’s slave maids and many ‘captive 
women’ as one desires-even if they are married (Koran 4:3). However, a portion 
of the Qur’an speaks against fornication and adultery as sin (Koran 17:32)  

C. Gambling and Drunkenness are prohibited in Islam (Koran 5:90, 91)  

THE TRUTH: Marriage is a union between one Man and one Woman.  

A. God meant for marriage to be monogamous (Gen. 2:24) 

B. The Word of God prohibits adultery and fornication (Exodus 20:14; Lev. 
18:20; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5).  

C. The Bible prohibits Drunkenness and Gambling (Rom 13:13-14; Gal 5:19-21) 

9. THE GREAT COMMISSION  

A. Jihad is striving in the cause of God. The goal is to conquer the whole world 
for Allah and Islam. Jihad may take many forms such as  

• Striving to build a good Muslim society  
• To stand up to a tyrant and speak a word of truth  
• Emigrate  



 33 

• Taking up arms in to further the cause of Islam  

B. Dawah is another word used for the propagation of the Islamic faith.  

Some means by which the Jihad and dawah are evident in Vanuatu: Muslims 
coming in as investors or as employees. For instance, telecommunications the 
ICT industry, Medical, Education, NGOs, Islamic relief Organization – The Red 
Crescent Society. (Ni-vans were only familiar with The Red Cross Society but 
now RC society also accommodates The Red Crescent)  

When Muslims enter a country, they enter it peacefully and innocent. They 
venture into business enterprises and strive to get hold of important high 
positions in society and even into politics. As soon as Islam takes root in a 
country and has sufficient power in the decision making of a given nation, it 
eventually turns that particular nation into an Islamic nation or state under 
Shariah Law which is derived from the doctrines of Islam.  

In Islam, a nation becomes an Islamic nation when one mosque is planted. It is 
just a matter of time before it becomes a reality.  

THE TRUTH: The Christian Church exists in the world to be a witness for Christ. 
The Church was given a mandate to fulfill the Great Commission.  

A. The Church exist to fulfill the commission by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the World (Matt 28:19-20) 

B. We do not use force to bring the lost to Jesus and under his Lordship, but 
being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and through his power we become 
effective witnesses, sharing the Good News of the Kingdom and winning them 
to Him.  

Acts 1:8  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth."  

The Church exists to depopulate hell and populate heaven. We do not strive to 
build a world empire or a worldwide state. We exist to be used by God to build 
His Spiritual Kingdom in this age. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Islam is evil. Allah is not the God of the Bible. Muhammad is a False Prophet 
and his teachings are heresies and false doctrines.  
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Muslims are people for whom Christ died and we have an unpaid debt to share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to them.  

As shepherds of God’s flock, we have a duty, a great responsibility to protect 
God’s flock from the wolves. They come in sheep’s clothing as Jesus said, and 
they are all around us. It is the primary duty of a Shepherd to feed and to take 
good care of the flock to which the Chief Shepherd has entrusted to his care. I 
Peter 5:2. 
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Mormonism 
Pastor Dave Wood 

 

Questions about the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints8 
Is Mormonism Christian?  No! 

No! Here are just some of the Tenants of Faith that the 
Mormons Deny: 

• There is only one God in all existence (Exodus 20:1-4; Isaiah 43:10; 
44:6, 8; 45:5).   

• Jesus is divine (John 1:1, 14; 8:24; Col. 2:9) 
• Forgiveness of sins is by grace alone without works (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 

3:28; 4:1-5) 
• Jesus rose from the dead physically (John 2:19-21; Luke 24:39) 
• The gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

Mormonism - Is It a cult?  Yes! 

• God used to be a man on another planet (Mormon Doctrine, p. 321; 
Joseph Smith, Times and Seasons, vol. 5, p. 613-614; Orson Pratt, 
Journal of Discourses, vol. 2, p. 345; Brigham Young, Journal of 
Discourses, vol. 7, p. 333).  

• God resides near a star called Kolob (Pearl of Great Price, p. 34-35; 
Mormon Doctrine, p. 428).  

• "The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s . . . " 
(Doctrines and Covenants 130:22).  

• God is in the form of a man (Joseph Smith, Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, 
p. 3).  

• "God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits 
enthroned in yonder heavens!!! . . . We have imagined that God was 
God from all eternity. I will refute that idea and take away the veil, so 
that you may see," (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345).  

                                            
8 With acknowledgement to matt slick, the president and founder of the 
Christian Apologetics And Research Ministry. 
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• After you become a good Mormon, you have the potential of becoming 
a god (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345-347, 354). NOTE: 
Genesis 3:1-4 Listening to a Snake 

• There is a mother god (Articles of Faith, by James Talmage, p. 443).  
• God is married to his goddess wife and has spirit children (Mormon 

Doctrine, p. 516). 
• The trinity is three separate Gods: The Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Ghost. "That these three are separate individuals, physically distinct 
from each other, is demonstrated by the accepted records of divine 
dealings with man," (Articles of Faith, by James Talmage, p. 35). 

What Does Mormonism Teach?  

• Mormonism teaches that God the Father has a body of flesh and bones 
(D. & C. 130:22)   

• Jesus is a creation who was begotten in heaven as one of God’s spirit 
children (See the book, Jesus the Christ, by James Talmage, p. 8).   

• Mormon theology teaches that God is only one of countless gods, that 
he used to be a man on another planet, that he became a god by 
following the laws and ordinances of that god on that world, and that he 
brought one of his wives to this world with whom he produces spirit 
children who then inhabit human bodies at birth. 

• Mormonism says Jesus' Sacrifice is not enough. (Articles of Faith, p. 
432), 

• Mormonism states that salvation is twofold.  It maintains that salvation is 
both forgiveness of sins and universal resurrection. (2 Nephi 25:23; 
Moroni 10:32) 

How do Mormons view the Bible? 

In order to justify its aberrant theology, Mormonism has undermined the 
authority and trustworthiness of the Bible.  The 8th Article of Faith from the 
Mormon Church states,  

"We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly."   

This means that when the Bible contradicts Mormonism, the Bible isn't 
trustworthy.  This allows them to say and teach whatever they want even when 
it contradicts scripture. 
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Mormon Beliefs Documented 

Please note that I have included these teachings to assist you to communicate 
effectively with a person from the LDS church. Each of these references are from 
the Mormons Texts and NOT from the Bible. 
1. The Book of Mormon is more correct than the Bible, (History of the 
Church, vol. 4, p. 461).  
2. The Devil was born as a spirit after Jesus "in the morning of pre-
existence," (Mormon Doctrine, p. 192). Jesus and Satan are spirit brothers and 
we were all born as siblings in heaven to them both, (Mormon Doctrine, p. 163).  
3. God used to be a man on another planet (Mormon Doctrine, p. 321; 
Joseph Smith, Times and Seasons, vol. 5, p. 613-614; Orson Pratt, Journal of 
Discourses, vol. 2, p. 345; Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 333).  
"The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as mans . . . " (D&C 
130:22).  
4. God, becoming a god. After you become a good Mormon, you have the 
potential of becoming a god (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345-
347, 354). "Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall 
they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be 
above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, 
because they have all power, and the angels are subject unto them," (DC 
132:20).  
5. There are many gods (Mormon Doctrine, p. 163). "And they (the Gods) 
said: Let there be light: and there was light," (Book of Abraham 4:3).  
6. God, mother goddess: There is a mother god (Articles of Faith, by James 
Talmage, p. 443). God is married to his goddess wife and has spirit children 
(Mormon Doctrine, p. 516).  
7. The Trinity is three separate Gods: The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. "That these three are separate individuals, physically distinct from each 
other, is demonstrated by the accepted records of divine dealings with man," 
(Articles of Faith, by James Talmage, p. 35).  
8. Heaven has three levels: telestial, terrestrial, and celestial (Mormon 
Doctrine, p. 348).  
9. The Holy Ghost is a male personage (A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, 
Le Grand Richards, Salt Lake City, 1956, p. 118; Journal of Discources, vol. 5, p. 
179).  
10. Jesus  
 a. "Therefore we know that both the Father and the Son are in form and 
stature perfect men; each of them possesses a tangible body . . . of flesh and 
bones," (Articles of Faith, by James Talmage, p. 38).  
 b. "The birth of the Saviour was as natural as are the births of our 
children; it was the result of natural action. He partook of flesh and blood--was 
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begotten of his Father, as we were of our fathers," (Journal of Discourses, vol. 8, 
p. 115).  
 c. "Elohim is literally the Father of the spirit of Jesus Christ and also of 
the body in which Jesus Christ performed His mission in the flesh . . . " (First 
Presidency and Council of the Twelve, 1916, God the Father, compiled by 
Gordon Allred, p. 150).  
11. Joseph Smith: If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, 
there would be no salvation.  There is no salvation [the context is the full gospel 
including exaltation to Godhood] outside the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Mormon Doctrine, p. 670).  
12. Pre-existence: We were first begotten as spirit children in heaven and 
then born naturally on earth (Journal of Discourse, vol. 4, p. 218). The first spirit 
to be born in heaven was Jesus (Mormon Doctrine, p. 129). The Devil was born 
as a spirit after Jesus "in the morning of pre-existence," (Mormon Doctrine, p. 
192).  
13. Salvation:  
 a. "One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan and 
propounded by man is that man is saved alone by the grace of God; that belief 
in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salvation," (Miracle of Forgiveness, 
by Spencer W. Kimball, p. 206).  
 b. A plan of salvation was needed for the people of earth so Jesus 
offered a plan to the Father and Satan offered a plan to the father but Jesus' plan 
was accepted. In effect the Devil wanted to be the Savior of all Mankind and to 
"deny men their agency and to dethrone god," (Mormon Doctrine, p. 193; 
Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p. 8).  
 c. Jesus' sacrifice was not able to cleanse us from all our sins, (murder 
and repeated adultery are exceptions), (Journal of Discourses, vol. 3, 1856, p. 
247).  
 d. Good works are necessary for salvation (Articles of Faith, p. 92).  
 e. There is no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith as a prophet of 
God (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 188).  
 f. "The first effect [of the atonement] is to secure to all mankind alike, 
exemption from the penalty of the fall, thus providing a plan of General 
Salvation. The second effect is to open a way for Individual Salvation whereby 
mankind may secure remission of personal sins (Articles of Faith, by James 
Talmage, p. 78-79).  
 f. "As these sins are the result of individual acts it is just that forgiveness 
for them should be conditioned on individual compliance with prescribed 
requirements--'obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel,'" (Articles of 
Faith, p. 79).  
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 g. "This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to lay 
hold on eternal life and exaltation after they have expended their own best 
efforts," (LDS Bible Dictionary, p. 697).  
 h. "We know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do," 
(2 Nephi 25:23).  

14. The Trinity is three separate Gods: The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. "That these three are separate individuals, physically distinct from each 
other, is demonstrated by the accepted records of divine dealings with man," 
(Articles of Faith, by James Talmage, p. 35).  

Mormon beliefs are not in line with biblical truth because they teach things that 
are opposed to the word of God. It is clear that Mormonism is not Christian. 

How to Effectively Reach a Mormon with the Gospel9 
                  
Debating frequently establishes an adversarial relationship between the Christian 
and the Mormon. 
Witnessing, on the other hand, strives to create a caring climate, by sharing your 
personal relationship with Jesus. 
BOTH ARE REQUIRED TO EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE TO A PERSON 
FROM THE Later Day Saints. These are two sides of the one coin. Without both 
the coin is useless. 

RESPECT THEIR LANGUAGE.  
Few Christians recognize that terminology differences exist between Mormonism 
and Christianity. Fewer realize that these differences are so vast that Mormonism 
has a language all its own. Still fewer respect those differences sufficiently to 
make a concerted effort to learn and then use that language when talking to 
Mormons. 

RECOGNIZE THEIR STRESS.  
Although Mormons commonly appear self-assured and self-righteous, many are 
undergoing great stress. This is because Mormonism holds up perfection as an 
attainable goal. The one Bible passage the Mormon church constantly holds up 
before its membership is Matthew 5:48, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect” (KJV).  

REINFORCE THEIR PREDICAMENT.  

                                            
9 With acknowledgement to the Christian Research Institute. 
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Average hard-working Mormons view this striving for perfection as a heavy but 
manageable burden. They can cultivate illusions of perfection because the 
Mormon church has greatly watered down the concept of sin. Consequently the 
Christian witness needs to show Mormons both the severity of their predicament 
and the impossibility of their becoming perfect. In other words, they need to 
have a face-to-face confrontation with the stern message of God’s law, because 
“through the law we become conscious of sin” (Rom. 3:21). 

RELATE GOD’S ANSWER.  
Once God’s law has done its work by bringing Mormons to the knowledge of 
their sinfulness, they need to hear the good news of the gospel. But they need to 
hear it in their own language. 
Hebrews 10:10-18 
This passage is effective because  
 (1) it is little known in Mormonism, with the result that they don’t have a 
church-supplied answer to it;  
 (2) Joseph Smith did not alter it in his “translation”;  
 (3) it deals with perfection, a topic near and dear to the hearts of most 
Mormons; and  
 (4) it avoids the problem of differing definitions of words. 

RELY ON THE HOLY SPIRIT.  
The danger for the Christian witness is to give up. Instead of giving up, Christians 
need to continue to take up “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
(Eph. 6:12). We need to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit by persistently 
speaking God’s Word to Mormons in their language, addressing their stresses. 
May we always remember that… 
“ So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.”  
(Rom. 10:17). 
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Pastor Kiel Maimai 

 

Responding to the Call 
AS THE TRUE CHURCH, WHAT TO WE DO? 

Yes! They are cults as we have discovered. But they are here, in our 
neighborhood as the scripture has foretold. What do we do? 

I have only one answer: BE A GOOD SHEPHERDS OF THE CHURCH OF GOD 

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with 
his own blood” I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among 
you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise 
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your 
guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you 
night and day with tears.” Acts 20:28-31 

I cannot explain the above passage further. It means what it says. If the sheep are 
to go astray, they will go astray under our watch as shepherds.  

You are pastoring in the most critical time in the history of the church. People 
are falling away because 

• of lack of knowledge of the truth (  
• they can’t differentiate the truth from the false (1 Cor 11:4; Acts 20:30) 
• of self-centeredness and greed (2 Tim 3:1-9) 

Pastoral care or Sheepherding has become more serious than ever before 

We can’t afford to relax. We are to “keep watch”; “Be shepherds”; be on your 
guard” (Acts 20:28-31)  
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“The spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through 
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron…….” 
(1 Tim 4:1-2) 

The above passage in 1 Timothy 4:1-2 clearly speaks of the very time that you 
and I are pastoring the church of Jesus Christ. Thus before I further expound on 
the work of the shepherd, let me conclude from the very beginning. 

“In	presence	of	God	and	of	Christ	Jesus,	who	will	judge	the	living	and	
the	dead,	and	view	of	his	appearing	and	his	kingdom,	I	give	you	this	
charge.	Preach	the	word;	be	prepared	in	season	and	out	of	season;	
correct,	rebuke	and	encourage	with	great	patience	and	careful	
instruction” (2 Tim 4:1-2) 

We do not have to look for what to preach for we have the word of God. The 
word of God is the truth. When people know the truth, they can identify the 
false. 

“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” (2 Tim 4:3-4)  

“But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all duties of ministry.” (1 Tim 4:5)  

“If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good minister of 
Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of good teaching that you 
have followed.” (1 Tim 4:6)   

“All scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

Note that the context of 1 timothy 3 and 4 are about godlessness in the last days. 
So to Paul, the only solution to that issue is to preach and teach the full counsel 
of the word of God. 

Let me now take you to Ezekiel 34 and reveal to us some marks of bad and good 
shepherd and how they apply to our case study of cults. (Please read Ezekiel 34 
before you continue) 
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MARKS OF A BAD SHEPHERD 

1. You eat the curds, clothe yourself with the wool and slaughter the choice 
animal, but you do not take care of the flock” Ezekiel 34:3 

These rulers milked their people too much, oppressed them with heavy taxes, 
and got their properties into their own hands. 

 Oli askem mo expectem tumas long ol people blong olgeta be oli no lukout gud 
long olgeta.  

Kind fasin ya i save mekem sipsip i ronwe lo yard mo i go lo open field we wolf 
i save gat janis blo kasem hem. You feed the sheep, before the sheep feeds you 

Isaiah describes these shepherds like this 

“They are dogs with mighty appetites; they never have enough, they are 
shepherds who lack understanding; they all turn to their own way, each seek his 
own gain” Isaiah 56:11  

2. “You have not strengthen the weak or healed the sick or bound up the 
injured.” Ezekiel 34:4 

Shepherds must always be the first to respond to unfortunate situations that the 
sheep encountered 

“There was no needy persons among them. For from time to time, those who 
own lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at 
the apostles feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need”  Acts 4:34-35 

Many cults have capitalize on these generosity of the church to use material 
things to respond to peoples need but do not give them the truth about life. We 
may not have the material things but we must be alert the peoples circumstances 
and to help with prayer, biblical counseling and encouragement.  

3. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost 

Being seduced by false teachers; and yet, though the Shepherd knows about it, 
no care nor pains were taken to reclaim and restore them: 

No effort is being done to win the lost. 

We can’t afford any longer to stand aside and look the lost in our Port Vila city 
and the nation of Vanuatu being lured into the deep darkness of cultic teachings. 
May God help us to make effort to bring back our brethren and to reach out to 
relatives who are still lost.  
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Matt 9:35“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and sickness” 

“But you keep your head in all situation, endure hardship, do the work of 
evangelist, discharge all duties of your ministry” 2 Timothy 4:5 

4. “So they were scattered because there was no shepherd….”  Ezekiel 34:5 

Ino se  oli no gat shepherd. Oli gat be oli ol “idol” shepherd.   
Matt 9:35“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and sickness”   

36 “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like without a shepherd  

Consider how Isaiah refers to the shepherds of the nation of Israel.  

“Israel’s watchmen are blind, they all luck knowledge; they are all mute dogs, 
they cannot bark; they lie around and dream, they love to sleep. They are dogs 
with mighty appetites; they never have enough, they are shepherds who lack 
understanding; they all turn to their own way, each seek his own gain” Isaiah 
56:11   

And as a result of their failure to do what were mention above, the sheep scatter 
from hilltop to hilltop  

“So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were 
scattered, they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep wandered over 
all the mountains and on every hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, 
and no one searched or look for them.” Ezekiel 34:5-6   

The context of the above passage is about the children of Israel and how they 
have scattered over the face of the earth. But the principle of shepherding in the 
story is very much applicable in shepherding the church of God. What are these 
wild animals? “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inward ly they are ferocious wolves.”  Matthew 7:15 

MARKS OF A GOOD SHEPHERD 

1. Shepherds should always keep a constant lookout on the members 
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“As a shepherd looks after his flock when he is with them, so I will look after my 
sheep” Ezekiel 34:12 

Jesus told Peter in John 21:18; “Take care of my sheep” 

2. Shepherds makes every effort to find and rescue when they realise a 
member of their sheep has scattered away 

“I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of 
clouds and darkness.” Ezekiel 34:12 

“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wonders 
away, will he not leave the ninety nine on the hills and go to look for the one 
that wondered off” Matthew 18:12 

3. Good Shepherds pick the right pasture. 

“I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be 
their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they 
will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel” Ezekiel 34:14 

Psalms 23:1, 2 “The Lord is my shepherd……He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. 

We are responsible for feeding the sheep. We feed them with the right food. 

“Jesus said, Feed my lambs…..feed my sheep” John 21:15,17.  

We first of all have to be satisfied of the food/word/doctrine before we give them 
to the sheep. 

“Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that once for all delivered for all the saints. Jude 1:3 

The sheep eat the grass that the shepherds leads them to. If they stop to eat 
something they should not eat, the shepherd should use his stick (staff) to hit 
them to move on. Pastor is responsible for their feeding. Don’t give them what 
they want, give them what they need. 

4. Good shepherd look for ways in which he can find the lost sheep and bring 
them to the sheepfold. 

“I will search for the lost and bring back the strays… Ezekiel 34:16 
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 “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? and how can 
they believe in the one they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? 
Romans 10:14-15 

We have to go for the lost because if we don’t the cults will. Many times we 
spend time looking for ways to reach the lost while the cults have adopted the 
biblical way to go (two by two, door to door, village to village, town to town). 

“Whatever town or village you enter…..as you enter the home, give your 
greetings…. If the home is deserving, let your peace return to you. If anyone will 
not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust of your feet when you 
leave that home or town.” Matthew 10:11-14 

Who do you think is putting the above scripture into practice?  

Will you? 

We have identify what cults are and have specifically exposed some the 
prominent ones that exist in our towns and the islands. We have also look at 
how to improve on our shepherding to care for the sheep that are under our care 
while reaching out for more. But let me close by answering one final question:  

Why is it that not many shepherds not doing what they are expected to do? 

There could be many and probably better answer to the question. But read the 
following passage from John 10 before you close the cover of this book 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
The hired hand is not the Shepherd who own the sheep. So when he sees the 
wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep.” John 10:11-13 

Who to you resemble? The good Shepherd or The hired hand? 


